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PREFACE 


This  book  is  a  must  for  miners  who  are  serious  about  locating  mining  claims  or  mill  sites.  Min- 
ing lawyers  and  mineral  surveyors  will  also  find  this  book  useful.  Our  first  three  editions  were 
very  popular  and  sold  out  quickly. 

This  fourth  edition  has  been  revised  extensively  and  includes  new  and  updated  directories  and 
forms  along  with  an  updated  section  on  discovery.  Also  included  is  an  expanded  section  on 
requirements  regarding  reclamation  and  environmental  considerations  for  mining  claims. 

We  recognize  that  very  few  miners  have  the  familiarity  of  using  and  interpreting  the  many 
Federal  regulatory  requirements  for  locating  claims  or  mill  sites.  So,  we  have  provided  you  a 
sequential  approach  and  specific  quidance  on  doing  so.  It  incorporates  and  reflects  many  years 
of  processing  appropriate  notices  and  affidavits  by  experienced  BLM  professionals. 

Basically,  the  book  tells  you  what  BLM  expects  of  you  and  what  you  should  expect  of  BLM  in 
our  mining  claim  processing  procedures. 


Robert  M.  Anderson 
Deputy  State  Director 
Mineral  Resources 
1993 
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The  Concept  of  Discovery 
Introduction 

Under  the  General  Mining  Law  of  1 872  (May  1 0,  1 872)  as  amended  (30  USC  21-54),  citizens  of  the  United 
States  or  those  intending  to  become  citizens  are  provided  the  opportunity  to  explore  for,  discover,  and  purchase 
certain  valuable  mineral  deposits  on  Public  Domain  lands  in  the  United  States.  The  law  also  set  general 
standards  andguidelinesfor"claiming"the  mineral  rights  to  minerals  so  "discovered."  Provisions  were  included 
to  allow  for  local  rules  to  be  developed,  consistent  with  Federal  laws.  Therefore,  the  State  of  California 
established  the  manner  of  locating  mining  claims,  tunnel  sites,  and  mill  sites  on  Public  lands  under  the  California 
Public  Resources  Code  (Chapter  4,  Division  2,  Sections  2301  through  2326). 

The  discovery  of  a  valuable  mineral  deposit  properly  located  under  appropriate  Federal  and  State  laws  is 
essential  for  a  valid  mining  claim.  The  location  of  mining  claims  technically  comes  after  the  discovery  of  a 
valuable  mineral  deposit  (43  CFR  381 1 .1 ,  and  43  CFR  3831 .1 ). 

Definition  of  Lode  and  Placer  Mining  Claims 

A  lode  mining  claim  is  a  claim  that  typically  covers  a  valuable  lode,  vein,  ledge,  tabular  deposit,  or  other  rock 
in  place  between  definite  walls  or  boundaries. 

Placer  mining  claims  are  used  for  placer  deposits  and  are  defined  as  "...including  all  forms  of  deposit,  excepting 
veins  of  quartz,  or  other  rock  in  place  (except  some  non-metallic  minerals  described  later).  They  shall  be 
subject  to  entry  and  patent,  under  like  circumstances  and  conditions  and  upon  similar  proceedings  as  are 
provided  for  veins  on  lode  claims..."  (30  USC  35). 

Locatable  Minerals 

Through  Federal  laws  and  regulations  mineral  deposits  on  Federally  administered  land  are  grouped  as  1) 
locatable  deposits,  2)  salable  deposits,  or  3)  leasable  deposits.  This  handbook  is  concerned  only  with  the  first 
group  -  the  locatable  deposits,  or  those  authorized  to  be  claimed  under  the  General  Mining  Law  of  1 872  (as 
amended). 

It  is  nearly  impossible  to  prepare  a  complete  list  of  minerals  that  occur  in  locatable  deposits.  This  is  true  because 
of  legal  requirements  for  discovery  and  because  some  mineral  deposits  that  are  locatable  on  Federal  lands 
are  leasable  on  the  Outer  Continental  Shelf  (OCS)  and  on  most  lands  acquired  by  the  United  States.  Also, 
common  varieties  of  sand,  gravel,  stone,  cinders,  pumice,  pumicite  and  clay  are  not  locatable,  but  are  instead 
salable  and  require  a  sales  contract  from  the  BLM  or  the  Forest  Service.  Only  the  uncommon  varieties  of  these 
commodities  are  locatable.  Sometimes  varieties  are  determined  to  be  uncommon  on  a  case  by  case  basis. 

Common  and  Uncommon  Varieties  of  Minerals 

If  a  deposit  is  considered  to  contain  a  common  variety  mineral,  it  is  not  locatable  under  the  mining  laws.  A 
definition  of  common  varieties  is  found  in  43  CFR  371 1 .1  (b)  and  is  as  follows: 

"Common  varieties"  includes  deposits  which,  although  they  may  have  value  for  use  in  trade, 
manufacture,  the  sciences,  or  in  the  mechanical  or  ornamental  arts,  do  not  possess  a  distinct- 
special  economic  value  for  such  use  over  and  above  the  normal  uses  of  the  general  run  of  such 
deposits.  Mineral  materials  which  occur  commonly  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  "common 
varieties"  if  a  particular  deposit  has  distinct  and  special  properties  making  it  commercially 
valuable,  for  use  in  a  manufacturing,  industrial,  or  processing  operations.  In  the  determination 
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of  commercial  value,  such  factors  may  be  considered  as  quality  and  quantity  of  the  deposit, 
geographical  location,  proximity  to  market  or  point  of  utilization,  accessibility  to  transportation 
requirements  for  reasonable  reserves  consistent  with  usual  industry  practices  to  serve  existing 
or  proposed  manufacturing,  industrial,  or  processing  facilities,  and  feasible  methods  for  mining 
and  removal  of  the  material.  Limestone  suitable  for  use  in  the  production  of  cement, 
metallurgical  or  chemical  grade  limestone,  gypsum,  and  the  like  are  not  "common  varieties". 

Section  3  of  the  Multiple  Surface  Use  Act  of  July  23, 1 955  (30  USC  601 )  authorized  removal  of  the  common 
varieties  of  sand,  gravel,  cinders,  pumic,  pumicite,  and  clay  from  the  locatable  minerals  category.  These 
common  varieties  are  sold  by  the  BLM  and  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  under  the  Materials  Act  of  July  31 , 1 947. 
The  1 955  act  provided  an  exception  at  30  USC  61 1 : 

"Common  varieties"  as  used  in  sections  601 ,  603,  and  61 1  to  61 5  of  this  title  does  not  include 
deposits  of  such  materials  which  are  valuable  because  the  deposit  has  some  property  giving 
it  distinct  and  special  value  and  does  not  include  so-called  "block  pumice"  which  occurs  in 
nature  in  pieces  having  one  dimension  of  two  inches  or  more. 

After  July  23, 1 955  newly  found  deposits  of  common  variety  minerals  on  Federal  lands  could  be  removed 
only  through  sale  from  the  Federal  Government.  If  a  mining  claim  was  located  on  a  common  variety  mineral 
prior  to  July  23, 1 955,  the  mining  claimant  must  show  that  the  material  on  the  claim  could  have  been  mined 
at  a  profit  as  of  July  23, 1 955,  or  lose  his  claim.  Moreover,  the  profitability  requirement  is  a  continuing  one 
and  the  claimant  could  be  asked  to  demonstrate  profitability  at  any  time  after  July  23,  1955  up  until  the 
claimant  received  a  mineral  patent  for  the  claims. 

The  definition  of  common  varieties  cited  above  is  quite  lengthy,  but  not  very  adequate  in  determining  what 
identifies  a  specific  mineral.  Federal  courts  have  helped  by  giving  five  criteria  for  distinguishing  locatable 
minerals  from  common  variety  minerals.  They  are  set  forth  in  the  1 969  9th  Circuit  Court  decision  in  McCarty 
vs.  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  408  F2d  907,  908  (9th  Cir.  1969). 

1.  There  must  be  a  comparison  of  the  mineral  deposit  in  question  with  other  such  minerals 
generally. 

2.  The  mineral  deposits  in  question  must  have  a  unique  property. 

3.  The  unique  property  must  give  a  deposit  a  distinct  and  special  value. 

4.  If  the  special  value  is  for  uses  to  which  ordinary  varieties  of  the  mineral  are  put,  the  deposit  must 
have  some  distinct  and  special  value  for  such  use. 

5.  The  distinct  and  special  value  must  be  reflected  in  the  higher  price  which  the  material 
commands  in  the  marketplace. 

While  it  is  still  difficult  to  test  many  materials  by  these  criteria  they  are  the  best  available  legal  guidance,  and 
are  used  by  the  BLM  in  our  common  variety  determination  studies.  Common  variety  determinations  are 
directed  toward  whether  or  not  the  mineral  in  question  is  locatable  or  salable.  As  such,  these  studies  do 
not  involve  the  overall  economic  viability  of  the  deposit  as  they  would  in  a  regular  validity  examination  for 
a  locatable  mineral. 

Examples  of  specific  commodities  for  which  decisions  have  been  made  are: 

Bentonite:  held  to  be  locatable  in  U.S.  v.  Kaycee  Bentonite  Corp..  64  IBLA  186  (1982). 

Building  Stone:  depends  on  uniqueness  and  distinct  and  special  values.  See  U.S.  v.  Dunbar  Stone  Co.. 
56  IBLA  61 ,  64-67  (1 981 )  for  a  good  discussion  of  building  stone  properties. 


Clays:  common  or  salable  is  used  for  structural  brick,  tile,  pipe,  pressed  or  face  brick,  and  pottery, 
earthenware,  or  stoneware  that  cannot  meet  standards  of  high  grade  ceramics.  Uncommon  or  locatable 
if  the  clay  has  high  refractory  properties  and  quality  standards  such  as  for  use  in  china.  See  U.S.  v.  Peck. 
29  IBLA  357  and  84  ID  137  (1977). 

Gemstones:  value  of  stone  on  a  mining  claim  is  an  important  fact  (more  than  ability  of  stone  to  take  a 
polish).  See  U.S.  v.  Bolinder.  28  IBLA  380  (1974). 

Geodes:  held  to  be  locatable  in  U.S.  v.  Bolinder.  28  IBLA  192  (1976). 

Gypsite:  locatable  as  a  soil  amendment  because  it  causes  a  chemical  rather  than  a  physical  change  as 
in  the  use  of  other  soil  amendments:  See  U.S.  v.  Bunkowski.  79  ID  43,  47,  48  (1972). 

Jasper:  held  to  be  locatable  in  U.S.  v.  Stevens.  14  IBLA  380  (1973). 

Limestone:  locatable  for  use  in  manufacture  of  Portland  cement,  but  common  or  salable  for  use  as 
concrete  aggregate  or  soil  additives.  See  U.S.  v.  Alaska  Limestone  Corp..  66  IBLA  31 6, 324, 31 8  (1 982). 

Obsidian:  held  to  be  common  or  salable  in  U.S.  v.  Mansfield.  35  IBLA  95  (1978). 

Pumicite:  Often  common  variety,  however,  considered  to  be  locatable  by  the  BLM  in  California  for  use  as 
a  pigment-extender  in  latex  flat  white  paint  (Evans,  Milne,  and  Leverette, 
May  20,  1989).  Also,  pumicite  is  considered  locatable  when  used  for  processing  stone-washed  jeans 
(United  State  of  America  v.  Multiple  Use  Inc..  120  IBLA  63-134  (1991). 

Sand  and  Gravel:  almost  always  common  or  salable  for  construction  uses,  even  with  superior  character- 
istics. See  U.S.  v.  Henderson.  68  IBLA  26.  29-30  (1961). 

"Sunstones"  (labradorite  phenocrysts  in  basalt);  held  to  be  locatable  in  Rogers  v.  Watt.  726  F  2d  1376  (9th 
Cir.  1984). 

Terrazzo:  common  or  salable  when  material  chips  are  used  for  terrazzo.  See  U.S.  V.  Henderson.  68  ID 
26  (1961). 

Volcanic  Cinders:  common  or  salable  when  used  as  aggregate  for  the  manufacture  of  cement  blocks,  or 
lightweight  aggregates.  See  U.S.  v.  Harenberg.  9  IBLA  77  (1973). 

Zeolites:  held  to  be  locatable  as  long  as  sodium  is  not  present  in  sufficient  quantity  so  as  to  be 
commercially  valuable,  and  if  sodium  is  not  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  mineral.  See  U.S.  v.  Union 
Carbide  Corp..  31  IBLA  72  and  84  ID  310  (1977). 

Discovery 

There  are  legal  and  technical  aspects  to  be  considered  for  a  discovery  of  a  valuable  mineral  deposit. 
Unfortunately,  Federal  statutes  do  not  provide  a  definition  of,  nor  describe  what  constitutes  a  valuable 
mineral  deposit.  The  lack  of  a  statutory  definition  has  resulted  in  judicial  and  administrative  declarations. 

Prudent  Person  Test 

The  best  known  test  of  discovery  was  in  a  Land  Decision  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  in  1 894:  Castle 
v.  Womble,  1 9  LD  455  (1 894).  This  famous  "prudent  person"  test  or  definition  of  discovery  of  a  valuable 
mineral  deposit  was  given  as  follows: 
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...where  minerals  have  been  found  and  the  evidence  is  of  such  a  character  that  a  person  of 
ordinary  prudence  would  be  justified  in  the  further  expenditure  of  his  labor  and  means,  with  a 
reasonable  prospect  of  success  in  developing  a  valuable  mine,  the  requirements  of  the  statutes 
have  been  met. 

Marketability  Test 

In  1968  the  Supreme  Court  approved,  as  a  complement  to  the  prudent  person  test  of  discovery,  a  pre- 
existing concept:  the  marketability  test.  The  marketability  test  concept  has  been  used  by  the  Department 
of  the  Interior  for  widespread  non-metallic  minerals  since  Layman  v.  Ellis,  52  LD  714  (1929).  In  Foster  v. 
Seaton.  271  F.2d  836  (DC  Cir.  1 959)  the  test  was  further  upheld. 

In  U.S.  v.  Coleman.  290  US  602-603  (1968)  the  Supreme  Court  ruled: 

Under  the  mining  laws  Congress  has  made  public  lands  available  to  people  for  the  purpose 
of  mining  valuable  mineral  deposits  and  not  for  other  purposes.  The  obvious  intent  was  to 
reward  and  encourage  the  discovery  of  minerals  that  are  valuable  in  an  economic  sense. 
Minerals  which  no  prudent  man  will  extract  because  there  is  no  demand  for  them  at  a  price 
higherthan  the  cost  of  extraction  and  transportation  are  hardly  economically  valuable.  Thus, 
profitability  is  an  important  consideration  in  applying  the  prudent-man  test,  and  the 
marketability  test  which  the  Secretary  has  used  here  merely  recognizes  this  fact.  Indeed, 
the  marketability  test  is  an  admirable  effort  to  identify  with  greater  precision  and  objectivity 
the  factors  relevant  to  a  determination  that  a  mineral  deposit  is  "valuable".  It  is  a  logical 
complement  to  the  "prudent-man  test"  which  the  Secretary  has  been  using  to  interpret  the 
mining  laws  since  1894. 

....the  prudent-man  test  and  the  marketability  test  are  not  distinct  standards,  but  are 
complimentary  in  that  the  latter  is  a  refinement  of  the  former.  While  it  is  true  that  the 
marketability  test  is  usually  the  critical  factor  in  cases  involving  nonmetallic  minerals  of 
widespread  occurrence,  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  perfectly  natural  reason  that  precious 
metals  which  are  in  small  supply  and  for  which  there  is  a  great  demand,  sell  at  a  price  so  high 
as  to  leave  little  room  for  doubt  that  they  can  be  extracted  and  marketed  at  a  profit. 

It  is  clear  that  the  consideration  of  economic  value  and  market  entry  for  nonmetallic  minerals  as  well  as 
metallic  minerals  is  a  critical  factor  for  discovery.  For  example,  a  recent  federal  1 0th  Circuit  Court  Decision 
in  Roberts  v.  Morton,  549  F.2d  163  (10th  Cir.  1977)  stated: 

...it  is  still  proper  here  that  the  Secretary  "take  into  account  the  economics  of  the  situation." 
The  required  showing  by  a  claimant,  however,  is  that  at  the  time  of  discovery  there  is  a  market 
sufficiently  profitable  to  attract  the  efforts  of  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence. 

The  marketability  test  refers  to  the  ability  to  market  and  not  necessarily  to  the  current  marketing  of  materials 
from  the  claim.  Speculative  future  marketability  cannot  be  relied  on,  only  economic  circumstances  which 
are  rationally  predictable  from  present  known  facts  must  be  used.  United  States  v.  James  J.  Heldman  et. 
a],  14IBLA1  (Nov.  27. 1 973):  United  States  v.  Ethel  Schell  Larson  and  Minerals  Trust  Corporation.  9  IBLA 
247  (Feb.  2, 1 973);  United  States  v.  Menzel  G.  Johnson,  1 6  IBLA  234  (July  1 0, 1 974) ;  Ideal  Basic  Industries 
Inc.  v.  Morton  C.A..  542  F.2d  1364  (9th  Cir.  1976). 

Therefore,  the  claimant  should  show  that  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  selling  material  from  a  claim(s) 
at  a  profit.  It  is  not  required  that  material  has  been  sold  or  is  selling  at  a  profit. 


Timing  Concepts  For  the  Marketability  Test 

In  1 983  the  Interior  Board  of  Land  Appeals  (IBLA)  presented  a  new  concept  regarding  marketability.  In  Re 
Pacific  Coast  Molybdenum,  75  IBLA  29  (1983)  the  Board  ruled: 

"Present  marketability"  has  never  encompassed  the  examination  of  either  cost  or  price  factors 
as  a  specific,  finite  moment  of  time,  without  reference  to  other  economic  factors.  Rather,  the 
question  of  whether  something  is  "presently  marketable  at  a  profit"  simply  means  that  a  mining 
claimant  must  show  that,  as  a  present  fact,  considering  historic  price  and  cost  factors  and 
assuming  that  they  will  continue,  there  is  a  reasonable  likelihood  of  success  that  a  paying  mine 
can  be  developed.  For  example,  if  a  claimant  has  located  a  deposit  of  gold  which  can  be  mined 
at  a  profit,  if  the  price  of  gold  is  $500  an  ounce,  and  the  evidence  is  such  that  there  is  a 
reasonable  likelihood  of  sufficient  quantity  and  quality  to  justify  development,  that  claim  can  be 
deemed  valid  despite  the  fact  that  on  any  specific  day  gold  may  be  selling  at  $420  an  ounce. 
This  is  so  because  a  selling  price  of  $500  an  ounce  for  gold  is  both  within  the  historic  range  and 
expectations  of  it  reaching  that  level  again  can  be  justified  as  a  present  matter.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  deposit,  because  of  expenses  associated  with  mining  and  beneficiation,  requires 
a  selling  price  of  $1 ,500  an  ounce,  such  a  claim  does  not  exhibit  present  marketability.  So 
elevated  a  price  for  gold  does  not  represent  any  relevant  historic  range  and  is  essentially  based 
on  speculation  or  unsupported  hope.  It  may  be  expectation,  but  it  is  an  unreasonable  one  given 
present  facts.  See  United  States  v.  Denison.  76  I.D.  233,  239  (1969). 

This  means  that  all  concerned  parties  are  not  locked  into  the  daily  price  quote  of  gold,  or  other  commodities, 
but  can  take  a  perspective  view  of  average  and  expected  prices  over  an  appropriate  period  of 
time  (see  Figure  F-1). 

Another  new  concept  that  somewhat  narrows  the  appropriate  time  period  for  marketability  determinations 
on  mineral  patents  only  was  put  forth  in  United  States  v.  Norman  A.  Wittaker  (On  Reconsideration).  102 
IBLA  162(1988): 

Based  on  our  review  of  the  applicable  judicial  precedents,  we  have  concluded  that,  as  ageneral 
matter,  where  a  patent  application  is  involved  and  final  certificate  has  issued,  the  question  of 
present  marketability  must  be  determined  by  reference  to  the  date  on  which  the  claimant  fulfilled 
all  of  the  prerequisites  to  the  making  of  the  entry,  i.e.,  no  later  than  the  date  of  the  issuance  of 
the  final  certificate. 

It  is  still  proper  to  use  the  concepts  outlined  in  In  Re  Pacific  Coast  Molybdenum.  75  IBLA  20-29  (1 983)  on 
mineral  patent  applications.  However,  the  date  of  issuance  of  Part  I  of  the  Mineral  Entry  Final  Certificate 
must  be  kept  firmly  in  mind  as  a  reference  date. 

There  are  3  situations  where  critical  time  periods  other  than  the  present  time  period  of  economic  evaluation 
must  be  considered.  These  are: 

1 .  Mining  claims  that  have  had  a  withdrawal  placed  over  them  after  their  original  filing  date; 

2.  Mining  claims  in  a  Wilderness  Study  Area  (WSA)  where  the  BLM  uses  a  critical  date  of  October  21 , 
1976  (passage  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  Management  Act  (FLPMA). 

3.  Mining  claims  that  were  located  on  or  before  July  23,  1955  (see  2nd  paragraph  below). 


Figure  1  -  Average  Monthly  and  Yearly  Gold  Prices  with  Percentage  Change  from  Previous  Year 
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If,  for  example,  mining  claims  were  located  in  1 960,  had  a  withdrawal  placed  over  them,  on  September  7, 
1 970,  and  are  now  in  a  WSA,  a  discovery  of  a  valuable  mineral  deposit  must  be  shown  in  3  different  time 
periods  (September  7,  1 970,  October  21,1 976,  and  at  the  current  time  of  evaluation). 

The  Materials  Act  of  1 947  and  the  Act  of  July  23, 1 955  resulted  in  the  exclusion  of  common  variety  minerals 
(volcanic  cinders  for  example)  from  location.  However,  valid  claims  for  these  minerals  remain  valid  if  a 
discovery  of  a  valuable  mineral  existed  as  of  July  23,  1955  and  continued  on  to  the  present  time.  In  this 
situation  it  is  necessary  to  perform  an  economic  analysis  for  July  23,  1955  and  through  time  as  best  as 
possible  through  activity  and  sales  records  to  the  present. 

These  time  periods  of  economic  evaluation  are  critical.  Legal  data,  costs,  tax  calculations,  commodity 
prices  profitability,  and  so  forth  must  be  determined  for  each  different  time  period  and  the  deposit  shown 
to  be  valuable  for  each  time  period  or  the  mining  claims  cannot  be  deemed  valid. 

Discovery  On  Each  Claim 

Historically  the  BLM  has  considered  that  each  claim  should  have  a  discovery  within  its  boundaries,  even 
if  two  or  more  claims  are  contiguous.  See  Ranchers  Exploration  and  Development  Co.  v.  Anaconda  Co.. 
248  F.  Supp.  708  (DC  Utah  1965).  This  concept  is  not  new.  In  Waskev  v.  Hammer.  223  US  85, 91  (1912) 
the  court  ruled:  "discovery  without  the  limits  of  the  claim,  no  matter  what  its  proximity,  does  not  suffice." 

In  the  case  of  large,  low  grade  gold  deposits  or  other  metal  or  nonmetallic  deposits  disseminated  or  spread 
over  a  wide  area  under  numerous  mining  claims,  it  is  apparent  that  one  claim  could  not  support  the  large 
capital  investment  required  to  develop  such  deposits.  A  group  of  claims  would  be  necessary  to  support  an 
economic  operation.  A  large  deposit  of  reasonable  quality  with  an  appropriate  quantity  of  material  is  clearly 
necessary  to  successfully  develop  such  a  mine.  The  BLM  has  taken  a  perspective  view  of  the  problem  and 
considers  this  concept  in  validity  examinations. 

The  BLM  view  is  supported  by  a  recent  decision  in  Jim  D.  Schlosser,  et.  al,  v.  Verle  Pierce  et.  al.,  92  IBLA 
109  (June  6,  1986)  where  the  IBLA  said: 

A  bentonite  mining  claimant  is  not  required  to  show  that  each  claim  he  has  located  is  capable 
of  independently  supporting  a  paying  mine.  Rather,  marketability  of  a  known  bentonite  clay 
deposit,  a  low-grade,  high  volume  clay  material,  may  be  demonstrated  by  showing  the 
feasibility  of  mining  several  claims  under  a  single  operation  where  each  claim  is  shown  to 
contain  sufficient  mineralization  to  qualify  for  inclusion  within  the  mined  group. 

...the  locator  of  a  bentonite  placer  mining  claim  must  show  the  mineral  character  of  each  1 0- 
acre  tract  within  the  claim. 

Discovery  on  Large  Disseminated  Gold  Deposits 

Dealing  with  validity  of  mining  claims  on  large  disseminated  gold  deposits  under  a  few  to  as  many  as  25 
or  more  mining  claims  has  been  a  difficult  problem.  The  current  criticism  of  the  patenting  processing  and 
the  existing  mining  law  in  general,  land  use  and  environmental  concerns,  and  numerous  patent  applications, 
have  added  to  the  concern.  Concepts  and  procedures  used  for  validity  of  mining  claims  should  be  thorough, 
consistent,  fair,  and  technically  and  legally  viable. 


For  validity  it  is  necessary  to  certify  that  a  valuable  gold  deposit  exists  (a  discovery  is  made)  and  what  part 
of  that  deposit  is  within  the  boundaries  of  each  individual  mining  claim.  Clearly,  each  claim  cannot  support 
a  discovery  in  terms  of  overall  costs  necessary  to  mine  the  whole  deposit.  Key  factors  for  concern  are  the 
average  grade  and  number  of  tons  of  gold-bearing  rock  in  the  deposit,  how  much  of  that  rock  can  be  mined 
from  each  individual  claim,  gold  recovery  rate,  gold  price,  and  the  costs  incurred  therein. 

Briefly,  the  method  of  approach  is  to  carefully  check  geologic  and  grade  maps,  assay  data,  mine  cost  and 
production  records,  and  make  appropriate  summaries.  If  information  is  lacking  the  mineral  examiner  should 
ask  the  company  to  provide  the  needs.  It  is  critical  to  relate  tons,  grade,  and  gold  content  in  the  company 
model  developed  from  exploration  drilling  to  their  model  developed  through  blast  hole  drilling  from  pit 
development,  to  their  model  developed  through  belt  sampling  of  agglomerate  prior  to  it's  placement  on  leach 
pads,  or  through  feed  into  an  autoclave  or  leach  tanks,  to  actual  gold  recovery  (recovery  rate,  %).  There 
can  be  a  high  percentage  of  variance  between  models,  either  positive  or  negative.  Our  determinations  are 
largely  based  on  exploration  data  and  it  must  be  determined  how  accurate  that  data  is  based  on  the  blast 
hole  and  agglomerate  type  sampling  in  relation  to  actual  gold  recovery. 

The  economic  model  is  then  filled  in  with  appropriate  inputs.  They  are  based  on  company  records  and 
technical  and  economic  factors  agreed  upon  by  the  company  and  the  BLM  mineral  examiners.  This  model 
is  used  for  determination  of  economic  viability  of  the  overall  deposit. 

In  order  to  certify  a  discovery  on  individual  mining  claims  the  average  grade  and  tons  of  gold-bearing 
material  to  be  mined  under  each  claim  must  be  determined.  Where  material  has  not  yet  been  mined, 
exploration  data  in  consideration  with  the  other  test  data  must  be  used.  After  this  determination  of  average 
grade  and  tons  of  material  by  mining  claim,  maps  with  appropriate  cross  sections  must  be  made  showing 
the  data  by  blocks  at  each  actual  or  projected  bench  level.  If  a  significant  amount  of  reserves  occur  under 
a  mining  claim  at  any  bench  level  then  that  claim  can  be  certified  as  valid.  Maps  M-1 ,  and  M-2  show 
simplified  examples  from  two  BLM  mineral  reports  on  two  large  gold  mines  in  California. 

Physical  Exposure  Requirement 

Geologic  inference  (see  the  Mineral  In  Character  section)  will  not  support  a  discovery.  A  valuable  mineral 
deposit  must  be  actually  and  physically  exposed  within  each  mining  claim  (or  group  of  claims).  The  mineral 
may  be  exposed  in  trenches,  cuts,  shafts,  audits,  and  drill  cores.  Geochemical  or  geophysical  anomalies, 
unsupported  and  uncorrelated  with  physical  exposures  of  the  mineral,  cannot  be  used  for  discovery. 

There  are  a  number  of  cases  that  involve  the  above  concept.  A  recent  compelling  analysis  of  the  physical 
exposure  requirement  came  from  the  Federal  court  where  it  was  ruled  in  McCall  v.  Andrus,  628  F.2d  1 1 88 
(1980): 

....proof  of  "discovery"  requires  a  showing  of  an  explored  mineral  deposit  on  the  claim  while  "mineral 
in  character"  may  be  proved  by  geological  inference  coupled  with  marketability. 
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Most  of  the  acceptable  criteria  for  actual  and  physical  exposure  of  a  mineral  is  clear.  The  following 
conditions  may  allow  drill  core  and/or  cuttings  to  be  acceptable  for  discovery: 

1 .  Drilling  is  done  by  a  reputable  party  or  company  in  which  the  claimant  has  no  financial  or  other  interest. 

2.  Adequate  and  proper  logs  are  taken  and  maintained. 

3.  Cores  or  cuttings  are  left  in  proper  order,  clearly  marked  for  proper  identification  as  to  drill  hole  number, 
depth,  and  location. 

4.  Cores,  cuttings,  and  logs  are  made  available  to  the  government  mineral  examiner  for  their  inspection. 

5.  Assay  intervals  (or  chemical  or  mineral  analysis),  and  certificates  of  results  from  a  reputable  assayer, 
chemist,  or  mineralogist  are  made  available  to  the  government  mineral  examiner. 

6.  The  examiner  is  allowed  to  spot  check  certain  intervals  of  core  or  cuttings  for  accuracy  of  grade. 

Mineral  in  Character  and  the  10-Acre  Rule,  for  Placer  Claims 

General 

One  discovery  of  a  valuable  mineral  deposit  per  placer  claim  is  sufficient,  whether  the  claim  is  20  acres  for 
an  individual  placer  claim ,  or  1 60  acres  for  an  association  of  eight  persons  (20  acres  per  person).  However, 
regulations  regarding  placer  claims  require  that  after  discovery  of  a  valuable  deposit  has  been  made  each 
1 0-acre  plot  be  examined  for  its  mineral  in  character  nature  (43  CFR  3842).  Only  those  1 0-acre  plots  that 
are  mineral  in  character  can  be  clearlisted  for  patent:  U.S.  v.  Meyers.  1 7  IBLA  313(1 974).  U.S.  v.  Lara.  67 
IBLA  48,  50  (1 982),  and  McCall  v.  Andrus.  628  F.2d  1 185  (9th  cir.  1980),  cert,  denied  450  US  996  (1981). 

The  elements  of  mineral  in  character  on  a  placer  mining  claim  are  defined  as  follows: 

It  is  not  essential  that  there  be  an  actual  discovery  of  mineral  on  the  land.  It  is  sufficient  to 
show  only  that  known  conditions  are  such  as  reasonably  to  engender  the  belief  that  the  land 
contains  mineral  of  such  quality  and  in  such  quantity  as  to  render  its  extractions  profitable 
and  justify  expenditures  to  that  end.  Such  belief  may  be  predicated  upon  geological 
conditions,  discoveries  of  minerals  in  adjacent  land,  and  other  observable  external  condi- 
tions upon  which  prudent  and  experienced  men  are  shown  to  be  accustomed  to  act; 
Southern  Pacific  Co..  71  ID  233  (1964). 

Therefore,  inference  must  be  drawn  from  a  data  base  and  cannot  be  merely  an  unsubstantiated  opinion. 
The  geologic  inference  also  must  show  that  minerals  occur  in  amounts  that  could  reasonably  be  expected 
to  be  mined  at  a  profit.  Thus  mineral  in  character  is  essentially  discovery  through  geologic  inference. 

By  way  of  example  the  following  considerations  were  used  in  determining  mineral-in-character  on  a  mineral 
patent  examination  where  the  inference  was  that  limestone  bodies  on  1 0-acre  plots  could  make  a 
contribution  to  the  overall  mining  operation:  1 )  bodies  were  adjacent  to  existing  haul  roads,  2)  bodies  could 
be  mined  by  open  pit  methods  and  concurrently  with  mining  from  the  main  quarry,  and  3)  sufficient  reserves 
existed  on  each  plot  to  warrant  the  taking. 
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Style  of  10-Acre  Subdivision 

In  U.S.  v.  Lara  (On  Reconsideration),  80  IBLA  21 5  (1 984)  the  IBLA  ruled: 

In  determining  whether  each  1 0-acre  part  of  a  placer  claim  is  mineral  in  character,  the  claim 
must  be  subdivided  to  create  square  1 0-acre  parcels,  to  the  extent  possible,  regardless 
whether  the  claim,  as  laid  out  on  the  ground,  conforms  to  the  system  of  public  land  surveys. 
This  principle  was  supported  by  the  Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  U.S.  v.  Lara.  820  F.2d 
1 535  (9th  Cir.  1 987).  If  any  1 0-acre  part  of  a  placer  claim  under  patent  application  has  had 
a  mineral  survey,  and  is  found  to  be  nonmineral  in  character,  it  will  require  additional  survey 
work  to  account  for  the  omission  of  that  part. 

Specific  Information  Required  for  Showing  Discovery 

Mineral  patent  applicants  should  pay  close  attention  to  the  requirements  for  showing  discovery  on  mineral 
deposits.  These  showings  are  critical  to  the  decision  on  whether  or  not  a  mineral  patent  is  issued. 
Requirements  are  not  great  in  number,  but  can  be  difficult  and  arduous  to  address  properly.  The  following 
requirements  of  patent  applicants  are  basic  and  minimal: 

1 .  A  brief  description  of  the  general  geology  of  the  region  around  your  mining  claim(s). 

2.  A  description  of  the  geology  and  type  and  distribution  of  commercial  minerals  and  their 
relationship  to  your  mining  claim(s). 

3.  An  analysis  of  the  quantity  and  quality  of  commercial  minerals  and  the  relationship  to  your  mining 
claim(s). 

4.  A  relationship  of  requirements  2  and  3  to  your  discovery  area  or  areas. 

Note  (in  regard  to  requirements  1  through  4):  appropriate  surface,  underground,  topographic, 
geologic,  and  other  maps  showing  location  of  drill  holes,  sample  points,  mine  workings,  mill  and 
other  buildings,  improvements,  and  so  forth  are  required.  Supporting  descriptions  should  be  in 
the  text  of  the  report. 

5.  A  description  of  your  mining  method  and  equipment  used. 

6.  A  description  of  your  reclamation  plan  and  any  needed  environmental  mitigation. 

7.  A  description  of  your  milling,  beneficiation,  and  metallurgical  processing  methods. 

Note  (in  regard  to  requirements  5  and  6):  Simplified  or  detailed  flow  diagrams  are  very  helpful 
in  understanding  mining  and  processing  methods,  and  should  be  included  by  the  applicant. 

8.  An  economic  analysis  of  your  operation  that  includes  capitol  costs  of  equipment,  and  buildings, 
operating  costs  for  mining  and  processing,  reclamation  and  environmental  mitigation  costs, 
product  f.o.b.  selling  prices,  related  tax  elements,  and  a  showing  as  to  the  profitability  or  potential 
profitability  of  your  operation. 
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For  nonmetallic  minerals  there  are  additional  requirements: 

1 .  A  discussion  of  why  you  think  your  deposit  is  locatable,  that  is,  not  a  common  variety  or  salable 
mineral  (see  page  3  of  this  handbook). 

2.  A  discussion  of  your  ability  to  enter  the  market  place  and  sell  your  products  (market  entry).  Include 
a  discussion  of  the  chemical  and  physical  characteristics  and  required  specifications  for  sale 
products. 

Government  Mineral  Reports  on  Valuable  Mineral  Deposits  (Discovery) 

A  mineral  report  should  contain  the  written  and  graphic  presentations  of  findings  made  during  office 
research,  laboratory  testing,  and  field  examination  of  a  mineral  deposit.  It  should  include  documentary  text, 
illustrations,  testing  results,  interpretations,  recommendations,  and  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  deposit. 
Reports  should  be  complete  and  accurate,  prepared  in  a  clear  and  concise  manner,  and  appropriate  in  tone. 
Thought  and  care  must  be  given  to  the  preparation  of  the  report  so  it  will  convey  to  others  the  impression 
of  competency  based  on  accepted  professional  standards  and  compliance  with  current  policies  and  legal 
interpretations  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  (see  Table  T-1). 

Validity  of  Mill  Sites 

Under  mining  laws  and  regulations  the  owner(s)  of  a  valid  mining  claim  can  in  good  faith  locate  as  much 
as  5  acres  of  nonmineral  land  as  a  mill  site  for  proper  mill  site  uses.  Also,  the  owner(s)  of  a  custom  quartz 
mill  or  reduction  works,  independent  of  any  mining  claim,  may  locate  as  much  as  5  acres  of  nonmineral  land 
as  a  mill  site  (see  30  USC  42,  and  43  CFR  3844). 

There  are  three  types  of  mill  sites: 

1 .  Dependent  mill  sites  used  in  connection  with  lode  claims 

2.  Dependent  mill  sites  used  in  connection  with  placer  claims 

3.  Independent  or  custom  mill  sites. 

A  dependent  mill  site  must  be  located  in  good  faith  on  nonmineral  land,  be  no  more  than  5  acres  in  area, 
be  attached  to  valid  lode  or  placer  claims,  (see  United  States  v.  Kuretich.  54  IBLA  1 24  (1 981 )  and  cases 
cited  therein)  and  be  in  nearly  continuous  acceptable  use.  Consideration  as  to  actual  use  on  a  5-acre  mill 
site  should  generally  be  limited  to  each  21/2-acre  aliquot  part  under  the  "21/2-acrerule"  -  see  United  States 
v.  Elmer  H.Swanson.  Livingston  Silver.  Inc.  93 IBLA37  (1 986).  If  an  independent  mill  site  is  located,  a  quartz 
mill  or  reduction  works  must  be  built.  Also,  annual  assessment  work  is  not  required  for  a  mill  site  but  the 
annual  filing  of  an  Intent  to  Hold  the  mill  site  is  required. 

The  following  are  some  proper  and  improper  uses  for  dependent  mill  sites: 


Proper  Use 

Mill  and  processing  buildings 
Mine  and  overburden  dumps 
Mine  tailings 

Living  quarters  for  mill  workmen 
Blacksmith  shop  and  tool  houses 
Well  sinking  and  construction  of 
water  works 


Improper  Use 

Access  roads 

Reclamation  work 

Loosely  proposed  intention  for 

some  future  use 
Storage  of  equipment  unrelated 

to  mining 
Structures  or  dwellings  unrelated  to 

mining  or  milling 
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TABLE  T-1.  Outline  of  Possible  Topics  in  a  Validity  Mineral  Report 
Summary.  Conclusions,  and  Recommendations 

Introduction 

General;  Purpose  and  Scope  of  Report;  Dates  and  Scope  of  Field  and  Laboratory  Examinations  and  Conferences 

Physical  Features  and  Surface  Improvements 

Location,  Accessibility,  and  Physiography;  Climate  and  Vegetation;  Water  and  Water  Facilities;  Man-Made 
Improvements,  Power  and  Communication;  Surface  Improvements  and  Certificate  of  Expenditures 

Environmental  Features 

Land  Involved  and  Status  and  Record  Data 

General;  Mining  Claim  Data;  Mil!  Site  Data;  Mineral  Survey  Data;  Legal  Proofs  and  Descriptions,  Posting  and  Dates 
of  Action;  Relinquishments;  Prior  Leases,  Permits,  Contracts,  Reservations,  or  Other  Encumbrances,  Leasable 
Mineral  Considerations 

Regional  Geology  and  Mining  History 

Regional  Geology  and  Mining  History 

Site  Geology  and  Mine  Workings 

Site  Geology;  Mineralization;  Exploration  Activity;  Development  Activity;  Sampling  and  Sample  Preparation 
Activities;  Analytical  Methods  and  Data;  Chemical  and  Physical  Data-Nonmetallic  Minerals;  Required  Specifications 
for  Sale  Products;  Grade  and  Tonnage  of  Reserves;  Mine  Workings,  Final  Pit  of  Workings  Design,  and  Waste  to 
Mineral-Bearing;  and  Rock  Ratio 

Mining,  Milling,  and  Related  Operations 

Mining;  Milling;  Processing;  Production;  and  Reclamation 

Validity  of  Mill  Sites 

Type  of  Mill  Site  (Dependent  or  Independent);  Legal  Proofs;  Geology  and  Mineral  in  Character  Nature;  Milling, 
Processing  Other  Uses,  and  the  21/2-Acre  Rule 

Evaluation  of  Common  Variety  Nature  of  Commodity 

General;  Other  Deposits  and  Utilization  Generally;  Specific  Utilization;  Marketing;  Comparison  and  Analysis  with 
Criteria  in  McCarty  vs.  Secretary  of  the  Interior;  408  F2d  907,  (9th  Cir.  1969);  Specific  Analysis 

Economic  Evaluation 

General;  Time  Period(s)  of  Economic  Evaluation;  Commodity(s)  Use;  Selling  Price(s);  Marketing  (Supply/Demand) 
and/or  Market  Entry;  Verification  and/or  Development  of  Technical  and  Economic  Data;  Reclamation  and  Environ- 
mental Mitigation  Costs;  Deposit  Modeling  and  Mineral  Patent  Relationships;  Economic  Evaluation,  and  10-Acre 
Rule  Findings  for  Placer  Mining  Claims 

References 

(Use  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Format) 

Note:  Include  appropriate  maps,  cross-sections,  sketches,  tables,  figures,  milling  and  processing  flow  diagrams,  photographs, 
and  attachments  (legal  documents,  forms,  notices,  and  so  forth). 
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Mill  sites,  like  placer  mining  claims,  are  located  and  marked  either  on  aliquot  parts  of  the  Public  Land  Survey 
or  by  metes  and  bounds.  There  is  no  limit  nas  to  the  number  of  mill  sites  that  can  be  located  as  long  as  they 
are  properly  and  legally  supported.  Proper  location  and  corner  monuments  if  not  by  aliquot  parts)  must  be 
erected.  Mill  sites  can  be  contiguous  to  mining  claims  as  long  as  the  land  is  nonmineral  in  character. 
However,  sites  cannot  be  located  or  patented  on  split  estate  land  where  the  mineral  estate  is  owned  by  the 
United  States  and  the  surface  is  privately  owned. 

Location  of  Mining  Claims  and  Sites 

Introduction 

Under  present  State  laws,  the  office  of  the  County  Recorder  is  designated  the  official  place  to  file  notices 
for  mining  claims  and  sites.  However,  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  of 
October  21 , 1 976,  made  it  a  Federal  requirement  to  also  file  a  copy  of  the  notice  with  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management  (BLM),  State  Office.  There  are  presently  about  142,000  mining 
claims,  mill  sites  and  tunnel  sites  in  California  on  record  with  the  BLM. 

Often  the  mining  industry  and  the  general  public  are  confused  as  to  the  proper  procedures  for  locating  and 
keeping  a  mining  claim  or  site.  This  article,  prepared  by  employees  of  the  BLM,  attempts  to  clarify  these 
procedures  and  thereby  assist  all  concerned  persons.  In  so  doing,  the  authors  combined  both  Federal  and 
State  requirements  for  locating  and  recording  mining  claims,  mill  sites  and  tunnel  sites,  as  well  as  for  filing 
annual  proof  of  labor  (assessment  work  notices).  Included  in  this  book  are  five  example  forms  that  can  be 
photo  copied,  filled  out,  and  sent  to  both  the  appropriate  County  Recorder  (county  where  the  claims/sites 
are  located)  and  the  BLM,  California  State  Office,  Sacramento.  These  example  forms  are:  1 )  Lode  Mining 
Claim  Location  Notice  (California),  2)  Placer  Mining  Claim  Location  Notice  (California),  3)  Mill  Site  Location 
Notice  (California),  4)  Tunnel  Site  Location  Notice  (California),  and  5)  Affidavit  of  Assessment  Work 
(California). 

Lands  Open  to  Mineral  Entry 

Mining  claim  and  site  locations  can  be  made  in  the  following  19  states:  Alaska,  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
California,  Colorado,  Florida,  Idaho,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico, 
North  Dakota,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Utah,  Washington,  and  Wyoming  (43  CFR  381 1 .2-1). 

One  may  prospect  and  properly  locate  claims  and  sites  on  vacant  public  lands  administered  by  the  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  (BLM)  or  the  U.S.  Forest  Service  (USFS),  unless  that  land  is  already  claimed  by  others 
or  is  closed  to  mineral  entry  under  some  special  act,  regulation,  or  order. 

There  is  no  single  map  showing  the  location  of  all  mining  claims  and  sites.  The  interested  reader  is  faced 
with  a  tedious  but  important  chore  in  trying  to  find  out  what  land  is  open  for  mineral  entry.  Rather  than  looking 
randomly  it  is  better  to  find  a  general  area  of  interest,  obtain  the  legal  description  (meridian,  township,  range, 
section,  lot,  and  so  forth),  then  go  to  a  local  BLM  office  or  the  BLM  State  Office  Public  Room  in  Sacramento 
and  check  maps,  records,  and  files.  California  Mining  Claim  (CA  MC)  records  are  on  file  only  in  the  State 
Office.  Ultimately,  the  prospector  must  check  for  claim  markings  on  the  ground. 

Who  May  Locate  Mining  Claims  and  Sites 

Under  appropriate  laws  of  the  United  States  a  mining  claim  is  a  particular  piece  of  land,  valuable  for  specific 
mineral  deposits  to  which  a  person(s)  asserts  a  right  of  possession  for  the  purpose  of  developing  and 
extracting  a  valuable  mineral  deposit. 
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The  code  of  Federal  Regulations  (43  CFR  3832)  tells  who  may  make  locations: 

Citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  those  who  have  declared  their  intention  to  become  such, 
including  minors  who  have  reached  the  age  of  discretion  and  corporations  organized  under  the 
laws  of  any  State,  may  make  mining  locations  (also  site  locations).  Agents  may  make  locations 
for  qualified  locators. 

Non-citizens  (aliens)  filing  and  holding  mining  claims  are  in  a  special  category.  Recently,  Corbin  (1 988,  p. 
1 73)  has  outlined  some  of  the  particulars  in  regard  to  aliens  and  their  holding  of  mining  claims.  The  following 
section  is  from  his  paper. 

If  an  alien  should  locate  a  claim,  his  rights  to  the  claim  are  not  void  but  voidable,  as  he  is 
subject  to  losing  his  rights  only  by  government  action.  (Manual  v.  Wulf.  152  U.S.  505  (1894)). 
For  example,  a  locator  who  stakes  a  claim  over  a  prior  locator  who  is  not  a  United  States 
citizen  and  has  not  declared  his  intention  to  become  such  is  not  entitled  to  assert  priority. 
(Herrington  v.  Martinez.  45  F.Supp.  543  (D.C.  Cal.  1945)).  If  a  mining  claim  is  located  by 
an  alien  and  the  alien  subsequently  declares  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  and  no 
adverse  rights  have  been  initiated,  such  declaration  relates  back  to  the  date  of  location  of 
acquisition  of  the  alien's  interest  and  validates  the  location.  (Shea  v.  Nilima.  133  Fed.  209 
(1 904)).  An  alien  may  own  unpatented  ;mining  claims  and  protect  his  rights  through  adverse 
proceedings,  but  is  not  qualified  to  obtain  a  patent.  (Ginaca  v.  Peterson.  262  Fed.  904 
(1920)). 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  number  of  claims  or  sites  a  person(s)  or  corporation  may  hold  or  acquire,  -  St.  Louis 
Smelting  and  Refining  Co.  v.  Kemp.  1 04  U.S.  636  (1 882).  Technically,  however,  there  must  be  a  discovery 
of  a  valuable  mineral  deposit  on  each  mining  claim  for  it  to  be  valid. 

Requirements  for  Mining  Claim  and  Site  Locations 

General 

Strictly  speaking  a  location  is  not  the  same  as  a  mining  claim.  Definitions  for  lode  and  placer  mining  claims 
were  given  on  page  one  so  it  remains  to  discuss  the  term  location.  Location  of  a  mining  claim  is  the  act  of 
performing  the  necessary  tasks  to  appropriate  the  land  claim  according  to  applicable  laws  and  regulations. 
St.  Louis  Smelting  Company  v.  Kemp,  104  U.S.  636  (1881). 

The  following  sections  describe  the  methods  and  procedures  used  to  properly  locate  a  mining  claim  or  site. 
As  California  laws  supplement  Federal  laws  and  regulations,  and  compliance  with  both  are  required,  the 
following  sections  include  a  discussion  of  both. 

Marking  Claim  and  Site  Boundaries 

It  is  important  to  know  that  unless  a  mining  claim  or  site  is  properly  located  and  marked  it  is  invalid.  Locations 
should  be  distinctly  marked  on-the-ground  so  that  boundaries  can  be  readily  traced  and  corners  found. 
There  are  legal  exceptions  to  this  statement  for  placer  claims  and  mill  sites  laid  out  on  the  U.S.  Public  Land 
Survey  Grid  showing  Townships,  Ranges,  and  Section  lines.  In  this  case  only  the  discovery  or  location  post 
with  properly  attached  notices  are  required.  Even  where  not  required  by  law  it  is  still  a  good  idea  to  mark 
your  corners  and  boundaries  so  they  are  clearly  evident  to  others. 
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In  1 991 ,  California  Senate  Bill  No.  84  was  passed  into  law.  The  Act  amends  Sections  3900, 3901 ,  and  391 5 
of  the  Public  Resources  Code  regarding  the  marking  of  claims.  It  is  of  critical  importance  for  the  miner  to 
know  of  this  Act,  and  comply  with  it.  Therefore,  it  is  given  below  in  it's  entirety. 

SECTION  1 .  Section  3900  of  the  Public  Resources  Code  is  amended  to  read: 

3900.  Any  person,  who  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  who  has  declared  his  or  her  intention  to  become 
a  citizen,  and  who  discovers  a  vein  or  lode  of  quartz,  or  other  rock  in  place,  bearing  gold,  silver,  cinnabar, 
lead,  tin,  copper,  or  any  other  valuable  deposit,  may  locate  a  claim  upon  the  vein  or  lode,  by  defining  the 
boundaries  of  the  claim,  in  the  manner  specified  in  this  chapter,  by  erecting  at  the  point  of  discovery  a 
monument  as  defined  in  Section  391 5,  and  by  posting  in  or  on  the  monument  a  notice  of  the  location.  The 
notice  shall  contain  all  of  the  following: 

(a)  The  name  of  the  lode  or  claim. 

(b)  The  name,  current  mailing  address  or  current  residence  address,  of  the  locator. 

(c)  The  number  of  linear  feet  claimed  in  length  along  the  course  of  the  vein,  each  way  from  the 

point  of  discovery,  with  the  width  on  each  side  of  the  center  of  the  claim,  and  the  general  course 
of  the  vein  or  lode,  as  near  as  may  be. 

(d)  The  date  of  location,  which  shall  be  the  date  of  posting  the  notice. 

(e)  A  description  of  the  type  of  monuments  used  for  the  discovery  and  corner  monuments. 

(f)  A  description  of  the  claim  by  reference  to  some  natural  object,  or  permanent  monument,  as 
will  identify  the  claim  located. 

SECTION  2.  Section  3901  of  the  Public  Resources  Code  is  amended  to  read: 

3901 .  The  locator  of  any  lode  mining  claim  shall  define  the  boundaries  of  the  claim  so  that  they  may  be 
readily  traced,  but  in  no  case  shall  the  claim  extend  more  than  1 ,500  feet  along  the  course  of  the  vein  or 
lode,  or  more  than  300  feet  on  either  side  thereof  as  measured  from  the  centerline  of  the  vein  at  the  surface. 
Within  60  days  after  tho  date  of  location  of  any  lode  mining  claim  located,  the  locator  shall  erect  at  each 
corner  of  the  claim,  a  monument  as  defined  in  Section  391 5.  Each  corner  monument  so  erected  shall  bear 
or  contain  markings  sufficient  to  appropriately  designate  the  corner  of  the  mining  claim  and  the  name  of  the 
claim  to  which  it  pertains. 

SECTION  3.  Section  391 5  of  the  Public  Resources  Code  is  amended  to  read  [see  Figure  F-2  on  page 
18]: 

3915.    (a)  The  following  are  the  only  monuments  which  may  be  used  pursuant  to  this  chapter: 

(1)  A  wooden  post  not  less  than  1 1/2  inches  in  diameter  projecting  at  least  two  feet  above 
the  ground. 

(2)  A  mound  of  stone  projecting  at  least  two  feet  above  the  ground. 

(3)  A  nonperforated,  capped  metal  post  or  solid  metal  rod,  not  less  than  one  inch  in  diameter 
and  projecting  at  least  two  feet  above  the  ground. 

(b)  Where,  by  reason  of  precipitous  ground,  it  is  impractical  or  dangerous  to  place  a 
monument  in  its  true  position,  a  witness  monument  may  be  erected  as  near  thereto  as  the 
nature  of  the  ground  will  permit  and  marked  so  as  to  identify  the  true  position. 
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Figure  F-2 


A.    Drawing  of  an  ideal  lode  mining  claim 
(metes  and  bounds  survey  method) 


Vein,  ledge,  lode,  tabular 
deposit,  or  zone 


X   Discovery  monument 
•    Corner  monument 


B.    Drawing  of  a  section  of  land  showing  types  of  placer  mining  claims  (PMC)  and  a 

mill  site  (MS).   The  legal  description  method  is  based  on  the  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey 


ONE  SECTION  (1  sq.  mile=640  acres) 


40  acre  placer  claim 

(2  locators)  NW1/4NW1/4 
Sec.20,T.10S.,R.21E.,MDM 


160  acre  placer  claim — 

(8  locators)  SW1/4 
Sec.20,T.10S.,R.21E.,MDM 


f< 20  acre  placer  claim 

1  §      (1  locator)  E1/2NE1/4NE1/4 
Oyy   *       Sec.20,T10S.,R.21E.,MDM 

1/4  Kc/l-*- 

®  Location  monument 


T 


5  acre  mill  site 


(all  types)  S1/2SW1/4NW1/2 
NE1/4 

Sec.20,T.10S.,R.21E.,MDM 
S 


OJ 


1 


T.10S..R.21E. 
MOUNT  DIABLO  MERIDIAN 
(MDM) 


C.   The  following  are  the  only  acceptable  monuments  that  may  be  used 


no n perforated,  capped 
metal  post  or  solid  metal 
rod  at  least  1         in 
diameter 


Ground  Surface 


Figure  F-2.  Methods  of  describing  and  monumenting  mining  claims  and  mill  sites  in  California. 
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(c)  Where,  by  reason  of  working  the  claim,  it  is  impractical  or  dangerous  to  maintain  a  monument 
in  its  true  position,  a  witness  monument  shall  be  erected  as  near  thereto  as  the  nature  of  the 
ground  will  permit  and  marked  so  as  to  identify  the  true  position. 

(d)  Any  person  using  on  January  1,  1992,  or  who  has  previously  erected,  any  monument  or 
object  other  than  those  defined  in  this  section  for  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  shall  have  until 
January  1,  1995,  to  comply  with  this  section  or  remove  those  monuments  which  are  not  in 
compliance. 

(e)  Within  1 80  days  of  abandonment,  relinquishment,  or  loss  of  a  claim,  in  effect  on  January  1 , 
1992,  all  monuments  pertaining  to  that  claim  shall  be  permanently  removed  by  the  locator.  A 
person  who  violates  this  subdivision  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fifty  dollars  ($50) 
for  each  monument  which  is  not  removed  and  additionally  liable  for  any  cost  incurred  by  the 
federal,  state,  or  county  government  agency  which  removes  any  monument  or  has  it  removed. 

SECTION  4.  No  reimbursement  is  required  by  this  act  pursuant  to  Section  6  of  Article  XIII  B  of  the 
California  Constitution  because  the  only  costs  which  may  be  incurred  by  a  local  agency  or  school  district 
will  be  incurred  because  this  act  creates  a  new  crime  or  infraction,  changes  the  definition  of  a  crime  or 
infraction ,  changes  the  penalty  for  a  crime  or  infraction,  or  eliminates  a  crime  or  infraction.  Notwithstand- 
ing Section  1 7580  of  the  Government  Code,  unless  otherwise  specified  in  this  act,  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  become  operative  on  the  same  date  that  the  act  takes  effect  pursuant  to  the  California 
Constitution. 

Lode  Mining  Claims  and  Notices  (California) 

A  diagram  of  an  ideal  lode  mining  claim  is  given  in  Figure  F-2.  Figure  F-3  shows  diagrams  of  the  aliquot 
parts  of  a  section  of  land  and  how  townships  and  meridians  are  laid  out  and  is  to  assist  the  claimant  in  plotting 
claims.  A  sample  Lode  Mining  Claim  Location  Notice  (California)  is  shown  as  Form  FM-1.  Federal 
regulations  regarding  Form  FM-1  and  Figure  F-2  may  be  found  in  43  CFR  3830,  and  3840.  By  way  of 
summary  of  the  information  required  in  Form  FM-1  the  following  important  points  are  given: 

1 .  Remember  there  are  only  3  types  of  approved  monuments  that  must  be  placed  at  the  discovery  site, 
and  at  all  four  corners  of  the  claim. 

2.  Mining  claim  name,  date  of  location,  geographic  location,  posting  data,  and  description  of  the 
discovery  monument  and  its  relation  to  some  permanent  monument  are  completed  for  Items  1 
through  5,  9  and  10  on  Form  FM-1 .  Mark  a  check  in  the  appropriate  box  in  Item  4  for  the  quarter 
section(s)  in  which  the  claim  is  located.  Also,  record  the  section(s),  township(s),  range(s),  and 
meridian  (San  Bernardino  -  SBM,  Mt.  Diablo  -  MDM,  or  Humboldt  -  HM).  See  Figure  F-4  for  the  way 
to  outline  your  claims  on  a  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Topographic  Map  (Item  9).  Make  sure  that  your 
claim  location  is  properly  plotted  on  the  map  and  that  this  location  matches  the  location  under  Item 
4.  Remember  that  the  date  of  location  is  the  date  of  the  erection  and  posting  of  the  discovery 
monument,  and  not  the  filing  date  of  the  Notice. 

3.  General  information  concerning  the  claim,  the  deposit,  and  the  erection  of  corner  monuments  are 
completed  in  Items  6, 7  and  8.  A  lode  mining  claim  cannot  be  more  than  1 ,500  feet  long  and  600  feet 
wide.  Itshould  be  centered  along  the  course  of  the  vein,  lode,  ledge,  or  tabular  deposit  orzone  (Figure 
F-2).  Claim  boundary  lines  must  be  regular,  straight,  and  parallel,  except  where  not  possible  such 
as  where  filling  in  a  small  irregular  space  between  other  claims  or  private  lands  (see  43  CFR  3841 .4- 
3  for  detail).  End  lines  of  claims  must  be  parallel  in  order  to  acquire  underground  extralateral  rights. 
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Figure  F-3 
Diagram  of  a  section  of  land 
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Diagram  showing  division  of  tract 
into  Townships 


Sectional  map  of  Township  showing 
adjoining  Sections 


Figure  F-3.     Diagrams  showing  arrangement  of  townships,  ranges, 

sections,  and  subdivisions  of  sections 
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CA  3800-4 
Rev.  1/93 

U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  State  Office 


RECORDING  REQUESTED  BY: 
(Mail  recording  to:) 


Name 


Address 


FOR  RECORDER'S  USE 


LODE  MINING  CLAIM  LOCATION  NOTICE  (CALIFORNIA) 

To  whom  it  may  concern,  please  take  notice  that: 

1.    Lode  mining  claim  name  is 


2.    Date  of  location  (date  a  proper  and  legal  discovery  monument  was  erected  and  location  notice  was  posted 
in  or  on  it)  of  the  lode  mining  claim  is 


(month)                   (day)                     (year) 
3.    Description  of  the  discovery  monument  is  as  follows: 


4.  Lode  mining  claim  is  located  in  the  following  quarter-section(s),  section(s),  township(s),  range(s),  and  meridian: 

NE1/4Q  NW1/4O  SW1/4O  SE1/4O  Sec T R. Mer 

NE1/4Q  NWI/4O  SWI/4O  SE1/4O  Sec. T R- Mer 

NE1/40  NWi/4n  SW1/4G  SE1/4CD  Sec T R. Mer 

NE1/4Q  NWi/4n  SW1/4Q  SE1/4Q  Sec T R. Mer 

5.  The  discovery  site  as  described  by  reference  to  some  natural  object  or  permanent  monument  so  that  the  site 
can  be  readily  found  on  the  ground  is  as  follows: 


6.  The  number  of  linear  feet  claimed  in  length  (not  to  exceed  1 ,500  feet)  along  the  course  of  the  vein  (or  lode, 
ledge,  tabular  deposit  or  zone),  and  the  number  of  feet  in  length  each  way  from  the  point  of  discovery;  with 
the  width  of  the  claim  (not  to  exceed  300  feet)  on  each  side  of  the  center  of  the  claim  is: 


Form  FM-1 
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7.    The  general  course  of  the  vein  (lode,  ledge,  tabular  deposit  or  zone)  is  by  compass  direction 


8A.  The  undersigned  locator(s)  within  60  days  after  the  date  of  location  (see  No.  2)  have  defined  the  boundaries  of  the 
claim  by  erecting  at  each  corner  of  the  claim,  or  nearest  accessible  points  thereto,  a  proper  and  legal  monument, 
and  each  corner  monument  so  erected  bears  or  contains  a  copy  of  this  form. 


8B.  The  date  of  monument  erection  and  marking  is 


(month)                (day)                       (year) 
8C.  Description  of  each  monument  is  as  follows 


9.  Attach  to  this  Notice  an  appropriate  U.S.  Geological  Survey  topographic  map  showing  a  sketch  of  the  outline  of  the 
lode  mining  claim. 

1 0.  Lode  mining  claim  is  in County. 

1 1 .  Locator(s)  of  this  lode  mining  claim  are:  (Please  Print) 

Name(s)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address 


12.  Signatures  of  locator(s): 

Date Date 

Date Date 

Date Date 

Date Date 


FILE  THIS  ORIGINAL  NOTICE  WITH  THE  APPROPRIATE  COUNTY  RECORDER  (within  90  days  of  the  date  of  location), 
AND  FILE  A  DUPLICATE  NOTICE  (within  the  same  90  days)  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  California  State  Office. 
Federal  Office  Building.  Room  E-2845.  2800  Cottage  Wav.  Sacramento.  California  95825. 

Form  FM-1 
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Extralateral  rights  are  only  for  lode  claims  where  a  discrete  vein  (or  other)  outcrops  on  the  surface 
and  dips  downward  at  an  angle  from  the  vertical  and  passes  beyond  the  claim  side  lines  (not  the  end 
lines)  at  depth.  Therefore,  the  claimant(s)  involved  may  have  rights  to  that  portion  of  the  vein  (or 
other)  that  continues  underground  past  the  vertically  extended  side  lines  of  the  claim. 

In  Item  8  it  is  important  to  note  the  time  frame  of  60  days  to  erect  posted  corner  monuments.  We 
strongly  recommend  that  the  claimant(s)  erect  these  posted  monuments  at  the  same  time  the 
discovery  monument  is  erected  and  posted.  Also  be  sure  to  identify  the  claim  corners  as  NE1/4,  NW1/ 
4,  SE1/4,  and  SW1/4. 

4.  Print  or  type  in  Item  1 1 ,  and  sign  and  date  under  Item  12 

5.  Carefully  read  the  material  that  follows  Item  12. 

We  also  strongly  recommended  that  the  claimant  keep  a  field  notebook  with  certain  pertinent  records, 
names  of  witnesses  and  appropriate  dates.  Included  in  this  notebook  should  be  pictures  of  all  monu- 
ments, their  description,  and  their  dates  of  erection  and  posting. 

Placer  Mining  Claims  and  Notices  (California) 

Where  there  is  a  U.S.  Land  Survey  only  one  discovery,  one  location  monument  and  one  location  notice  is 
necessary  for  a  placer  mining  claim  whether  it  is  of  20  acres,  or  an  association  placer  mining  claim  of  as 
much  as  1 60  acres  (the  maximum  allowed  by  law  and  requiring  a  minimum  of  8  claimants).  An  association 
placer  mining  claim  requires  one  party  of  interest  for  each  20  acres  until  the  maximum  of  160  acres  is 
reached.  Therefore,  an  association  placer  mining  claim  of  80  acres  requires  4  claimants.  Corporations 
cannot  locate  association  placer  mining  claims,  but  can  locate  individual  20  acre  claims. 

All  placer  mining  claims  must  conform  as  near  as  possible  with  the  U.S.  System  of  Public  Land  Surveys  and 
the  rectangular  subdivisions  of  these  surveys,  whether  the  locations  are  on  surveyed  or  unsurveyed  lands 
(see  43  CFR  3842.1-5  for  details).  Diagrams  of  some  of  these  placer  mining  claims  are  shown  in  Figure 
F-4.  See  also  Figure  F-3. 

Where  a  U.S.  Land  Survey  has  been  extended  over  the  subject  land,  the  claim  is  taken  by  legal  subdivisions 
through  aliquot  part  description  (i.e.:  E1/2NW1/4SW1/4,  Sec.  3.,  T.  1 3  N.,  R 1 0  E.,  MDM).  Corner  monuments 
are  not  required,  but  it  is  here  recommended  that  a  claimant  place  posted  end  monuments  to  avoid  any 
confusion  and  possible  overfiling  by  other  persons  (see  Cal.  Pub.  Res.  Code,  Chap.  4,  Div.  2,  Sec.  2303 
for  details).  Where  there  is  NO  U.S.  Land  Survey  in  the  area  a  placer  claim  must  be  located  in  the  same 
manner  as  a  lode  claim.  In  addition  to  a  discovery  monument,  all  corners  must  be  monumented  and  posted, 
and  boundaries  must  be  marked  so  they  can  be  readily  traced. 

By  way  of  summary  of  the  information  asked  for  in  Form  FM-2  the  following  important  points  are  given: 

1.  Mining  claim  name,  date  of  location,  geographic  location,  posting  data,  description  of  discovery 
monument,  and  the  number  of  acres  claimed  are  completed  for  Items  1  through  4,  7,  8  and  9.  See 
Figures  F-2,  F-3,  and  F-4  for  help  in  filling  out  Items  4  and  7.  Make  sure  that  your  claim  is  properly 
plotted  on  the  topographic  map  (Item  7)  and  that  this  location  matches  the  location  under  Item  4. 

2.  Items  5  and  6  are  filled  out  only  if  the  claim  is  in  an  area  where  there  is  no  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey. 

3.  Read  the  section  on  Placer  Mining  Claims  In  Powersite  Withdrawals  to  see  if  you  need  to  fill  out  Item 
10.  If  you  do  not,  mark  NA  for  not  applicable  in  the  space  provided. 

4.  Print  or  type  in  Item  1 1 ,  and  sign  and  date  under  Item  12. 

5.  Carefully  read  the  material  that  follows  Item  12. 
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MESCAL  RANGE  QUADRANGLE 

CALIFORNIA— SAN  BERNARDINO    CO 

7  5  MINUTE  SERIES  (TOPOGRAPHIC) 


Figure 


F-4.    U.S.  Geological  Survey  topographic  map  with  added 
sketches  of  hypothetical  mining  claims  and  sites. 
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CA  3800-1 

Rev.  1/93  U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

P  1  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  State  Office 


RECORDING  REQUESTED  BY: 
(Mail  recording  to:) 


Name 


Address 


FOR  RECORDER'S  USE 


PLACER  MINING  CLAIM  LOCATION  NOTICE  (CALIFORNIA) 

To  whom  it  may  concern,  please  take  notice  that: 

1 .    Placer  mining  claim  name  is 


2.    Date  of  location  (date  the  proper  location  monument  was  erected  and  location  notice  posted  in  or  on  it)  of  this  placer 
mining  claim  is 


(month)                 (day)                  (year) 
3.    Description  of  the  discovery  monument  is  as  follows:  


4.    Placer  mining  claim  IS  IN  an  area  where  there  is  a  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey  and  the  description  of  the  claim  by  legal 
subdivision  including  aliquot  part  (A.P.)  of  section  (such  as  E1/2NE1/4NE1/4),  Section  (Sec),  Township(T.),  Range  (R. 
and  Meridian  (Mer.),  is  as  follows: 

A.P. .Sec ,T. R. ,  Mer. 

A.P. .Sec ,  T. R. ,  Mer. 

A.P. .   Sec. T. R. Mer. 

A.P. .   Sec ,  T. R. Mer. 


5.    Placer  mining  claim  IS  NOT  IN  an  area  where  there  is  a  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey,  is  marked  by  conspicuous  and 
substantial  monument  at  each  claim  corner,  and  is  located  by  properly  marked  boundaries  described  below  in  reference 
to  some  natural  object: 

Natural  object  is  (description) ,  and  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  discovery  monument.  From  the  discovery  monument  it  is  by  com- 
pass direction ,  about feet  to  the  NW  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  NE  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  SE  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass 

direction ,  about feet  to  the  SW  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  NW  corner  post. 

6A.  The  undersigned  locator(s)  have  defined  the  boundaries  of  the  claim  by  erecting  at  each  corner  of  the  claim,  or  nearest 
accessible  points  thereto,  a  proper  monument  and  each  corner  monument  so  erected  bears  or  contains  markings 
sufficient  to  appropriately  designate  the  corner  of  the  claim  and  the  name  of  the  claim. 
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6B.  The  date  of  monument  erection  and  marking  is 


(month)               (day)                  (year) 
6C.  Description  ot  each  monument  is  as  follows 


7.  Attach  to  this  Notice  an  appropriate  U.S.  Geologic  Survey  topographic  map  showing  a  sketch  of  the  outline  of 
the  placer  mining  claim. 

8.  Placer  mining  claim  is  in County. 

9.  Placer  mining  claim  contain(s) acres. 

1 0.  If  your  placer  mining  claim  is  in  a  powersite  withdrawal  as  determined  from  BLM  Master  Title  Plat  records,  write 
"Filed  under  P.L  359"  on  this  line 

1 1 .  Locator(s)  of  this  placer  claim  are:  (Please  Print) 

Name(s)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address 


12.  Signatures  of  locator(s): 

Date Date 

. Date Date 

. Date Date 

Date Date 


FILE  THIS  ORIGINAL  NOTICE  WITH  THE  APPROPRIATE  COUNTY  RECORDER  (within  90  days  of  the  date  of  location), 
AND  FILE  A  DUPLICATE  NOTICE  (within  the  same  90  days)  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  California  State  Office- 
Federal  Office  Building.  Room  E-2845.  2800  Cottage  Way.  Sacramento.  California  95825. 
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Elongate  and  Gulch  Placer  Mining  Claims 

As  mentioned  above  all  placer  mining  claims  must  conform  as  near  as  possible  with  the  legal  subdivisions 
of  the  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey.  However,  some  placer  mining  claims  can  be  located  that  do  not  comply 
strictly  with  the  legal  subdivisions.  Requirements  for  these  claims  are  set  out  at  43  CFR  3842.1 -5(c): 

Where  a  placer  location  by  one  or  two  persons  can  be  entirely  included  within  a  square  40-acre  tract, 
by  three  or  four  persons  within  two  square  40-acre  tracts  placed  end  to  end,  by  five  or  six  persons 
within  three  square  40-acre  tracts,  and  by  seven  or  eight  persons  within  four  square  40-acre  tracts, 
such  locations  will  be  regarded  as  within  the  requirements  where  strict  conformity  is  impracticable. 

See  also  Snow  Flake  Fraction  Placer.  37  LD  250  (1 908),  and  the  section  on  contiguous  placer  claims  under 
the  section  on  Location  Notices  and  Filing  Fees  for  more  information  on  this  subject. 

Unusually  long  placer  mining  claims  called  gulch  placers  rarely  can  be  located,  and  only  in  a  certain  special 
environment.  The  length  requirements  mentioned  above  can  be  waived  where  "mineral  deposits  are 
confined  within  a  narrow  strip  of  land  in  the  bed  and  on  the  banks  of  a  small  stream  in  a  canyon  flanked  by 
abrupt  walls  or  rocky  slopes  on  each  side,  containing  no  mineral,  agricultural  or  timber  values."  See  William 
F.  Carr.  53  ID  431  (1931). 

Gulch  placer  mining  claims  are  located  by  the  metes  and  bounds  system  as  are  lode  mining  claims.  Side 
and  end  lines  should  be  straight  and  parallel,  and  the  discovery  monument  keyed  to  some  natural  object. 
See  page  10,  and  Items  5  and  6  on  Figure  5. 

In  the  Interior  Decision  regarding  Carr,  a  placer  mining  claim  a  little  over  a  mile  in  length  was  allowed 
because  it  met  the  stringent  requirements  for  a  gulch  placer  mining  claim.  We  strongly  emphasize, 
however,  that  true  gulch  placer  deposits  are  very  rare,  and  a  claimant  should  consult  a  mining  lawyer  before 
locating  one.  Nearly  always  a  valuable  placer  deposit  can  be  located  by  other  types  of  placer  mining  claims. 
Claimants  should  remember  the  caution  given  in  43  CFR  3842.1-5(d): 

Claimants  should  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  government  to  have  all  entries 
whether  of  agricultural  or  mineral  lands  as  compact  and  regular  in  form  as  reasonably 
practicable,  and  that  it  will  not  permit  or  sanction  entries  or  locations  which  cut  the  public 
domain  into  long  narrow  strips  or  grossly  irregular  or  fantastically  shaped  tracts.   (Snow 

Flake  Fraction  Placer.  37  LD  250). 

Remember  that  "whether  a  placer  location  conforms  reasonably  with  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public 
survey  is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  in  each  case,  and  no  location  will  be  passed  to  patent  without 
satisfactory  evidence  in  this  regard"  -  43  CFR  3842.1 -5(d). 

Placer  Mining  Claims  in  Powersite  Withdrawals 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  Public  Law  359,  the  Mining  Claims  Rights  Restoration  Act  of  August  11,1 955  (30 
USC  62 1 ),  powersite  lands  were  not  open  to  location  of  mining  claims  and  sites.  This  Act  opened  powersite 
lands  to  location  under  certain  circumstances. 

Lands  under  powersite  withdrawal  can  be  determined  from  BLM  Master  Title  Plat  records  (see  section  on 
Master  Title  Plats,  page  56).  These  records  are  available  in  the  BLM  District  and  Area  Offices  as  well  as 
the  California  State  Office  in  Sacramento. 
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In  regard  to  placer  mining  claims  the  Restoration  Act  in  section  621(b)  states  as  follows: 

The  locator  of  a  placer  claim  under  this  Act,  however,  shall  conduct  no  mining  operations  for 
a  period  of  sixty  days  after  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  location  pursuant  to  section  4  of  this  Act. 
If  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  within  sixty  days  from  the  filing  of  the  notice  of  location,  notifies 
the  locator  by  registered  mail  of  the  Secretary's  intention  to  hold  a  public  hearing  to 
determine  whether  placer  mining  operations  would  substantially  interfere  with  other  uses  of 
the  land  included  within  the  placer  claim,  mining  operations  on  that  claim  shall  be  further 
suspended  until  the  Secretary  has  held  the  hearing  and  has  issued  an  appropriate  order. 
The  order  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  provide  for  one  of  the  following:  (1 ) 
a  complete  prohibition  of  placer  mining;  (2)  a  permission  to  engage  in  placer  mining  upon 
the  condition  that  the  locator  shall,  following  placer  operations,  restore  the  surface  of  the 
claim  to  the  condition  in  which  it  was  immediately  prior  to  those  operations;  or  (3)  a  general 
permission  to  engage  in  placer  mining. 

Proper  filing  under  the  Act  is  accomplished  by  making  a  notation  on  the  Placer  Mining  Location  Notice 
(California)  under  Item  10,  Form  FM-2  "filed  under  P.L  359". 

Note:  Upon  notification  of  a  PL359  placer  mining  claim(s)  location,  BLM  will  contact  the  Federal  Energy  Regu- 
latory Commission  to  confirm  if  the  subject  land  is  open  to  the  filing  of  mining  claims.  If  land  was  not 
open  on  the  date  of  the  claim(s)  location,  such  claim(s)  will  be  declared  null  and  void  and  the  locators  will 
be  so  notified  by  the  BLM. 

Mill  Sites  and  Notices  (California) 

Under  mining  laws  and  regulations  the  owner(s)  of  a  valid  mining  claim  can  in  good  faith  locate  as  much 
as  5  acres  of  nonmineral  land  as  a  mill  site  for  proper  mill  site  uses.  Also,  the  owners  of  a  custom  quartz 
mill  or  reduction  works,  independent  of  any  mining  claim,  may  locate  as  much  as  5  acres  of  nonmineral  land 
as  a  mill  site  (see  30  USC  42,  and  43  CFR  3844).  Read  again  the  section  under  Validity  of  Mill  Sites  in  this 
book. 

A  mill  site  is  located  and  marked  as  are  placer  mining  claims,  either  on  the  Public  Land  Survey,  or  by  metes 
and  bounds  (see  the  Section  on  Placer  Mining  Claims.  See  Figures  F-3,  F-4,  and  Cal.  Pub.  Res.  Code  Chap. 
4,  Div.  2,  Sec.  2312). 

Form  FM-3  shows  an  example  of  a  Mill  Site  Location  Notice  (California).  By  way  of  summary  of  the 
information  asked  for  in  Form  FM-3  the  following  important  points  are  given: 

1 .  Mill  site  name,  date  of  location,  geographic  location,  posting  data,  description  of  location  monument,  and  the 
number  of  acres  claimed  are  completed  for  Items  1  through  4, 7, 8,  and  9.  See  Figures  F-2,  F-3,  and  F-4  for 
help  in  completing  Items  4  and  7.  Make  sure  that  your  site  is  properly  plotted  on  the  topographic  map  (Item  7) 
and  that  this  location  matches  the  location  under  Item  4.  A  location  monument  is  not  a  discovery  monument 
and,  therefore,  can  be  placed  anywhere  on  the  mill  site.  It  must  be  properly  posted,  however. 

2.  Items  5  and  6  are  to  be  completed  only  if  the  claim  is  in  an  area  where  there  is  no  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey. 

3.  Item  1 0  is  checked  according  to  the  type  of  mill  site  (see  above)  located. 

4.  Complete  Item  1 1  by  typing  or  printing,  and  sign  and  date  under  Item  12. 

5.  Read  the  material  carefully  that  follows  Item  12. 
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Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  State  Office 


RECORDING  REQUESTED  BY: 
(Mail  recording  to:) 


Name 


Address 


FOR  RECORDER'S  USE 


MILL  SITE  LOCATION  NOTICE  (CALIFORNIA) 

To  whom  it  may  concern,  please  take  notice  that: 

1.    Mill  site  name  is 


2.    Date  of  location  (date  a  proper  and  legal  location  monument  was  erected  and  location  notice  posted  in  or  on  it)  of  this 
mill  site  is 


(month)                    (day)                     (year) 
3.    Description  of  the  discovery  monument  is  as  follows:  


4.    Mill  site  IS  IN  an  area  where  there  is  a  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey  and  the  description  of  the  claim  by  legal  subdivision 
including  aliquot  part  (A.P.)  of  section  (such  as  Si/2SWi/4NWl/4NEl/4),  Section  (Sec),  Township(T),  Range  (R.) 
and  Meridian  (Mer.),  is  as  follows: 

A.P. 

A.P. 

A.P. 

A.P. 


Rat 

T 

,     R. 

Mer. 

Spt 

T 

,     R. 

Mer. 

Sec. 

,T. 

,    R- 

Mer. 

Sen 

T 

,     R. 

Mer. 

5.  Mill  site  IS  NOT  IN  an  area  where  there  is  a  U.S.  Public  Land  Survey,  is  marked  by  a  conspicuous  and  substantial 
monument  at  each  claim  corner,  and  is  located  by  properly  marked  boundaries  described  below  in  reference  to  some 
natural  object: 

Natural  object  is  (description) ,  and  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  discovery  monument.  From  the  discovery  monument  it  is  by  com- 
pass direction ,  about feet  to  the  NW  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  NE  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  SE  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass 

direction ,  about feet  to  the  SE  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  SW  corner  post;  from  here  it  is  by  compass  direction 

,  about feet  to  the  NW  corner  post. 

6.  Description  of  each  monument  is  as  follows: 
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7.  Attach  to  this  Notice  an  appropriate  U.S.  Geologic  Survey  topographic  map  showing  a  sketch  ot  the  outline  of 
the  mill  site. 

8.  Mill  site  is  in_ 


9.    Mill  site  contain(s) 


acres. 


10.  Mill  site  is:  ]  Independent 

I     I  Used  in  connection  with  placer  claim(s). 
I I  Used  in  connection  with  lode  claim(s). 

1 1 .  Locator(s)  of  this  mill  site  are:  (Please  Print) 

Name(s)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address 


12.  Signatures  of  locator(s): 

Date Date 

, Date Date 

Date Date 

Date Date 


FILE  THIS  ORIGINAL  NOTICE  WITH  THE  APPROPRIATE  COUNTY  RECORDER  (within  90  days  of  the  date  of  location), 
AND  FILE  A  DUPLICATE  NOTICE  (within  the  same  90  days)  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  California  State  Office. 
Federal  Building.  Room  E-2845. 2800  Cottage  Way.  Sacramento.  California  95825. 
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Tunnel  Sites  and  Notices  (California) 

The  Mining  Law  of  1 872  established  the  right  to  locate  tunnel  sites  as  a  means  of  exploration  for  "blind"  veins 
or  lodes  not  previously  known  to  exist  as  of  the  date  of  location  of  the  tunnel.  See  43  CFR  3843  for  current 
Federal  regulations  regarding  tunnel  sites.  A  tunnel  site  is  really  a  sort  of  right-of-way  rather  than  a  mining 
claim. 

The  owner  of  a  tunnel  site  has  the  right  to  locate  a  lode  mining  claim,  on  any  "blind"  lodes  or  veins  cut, 
discovered,  or  intersected  in  the  tunnel.  Any  lode  mining  claims  located  for  veins  discovered  in  the  tunnel 
will  date  back  to  the  date  of  location  of  the  tunnel  site.  The  term  "blind"  refers  to  lodes  or  veins  that  do  not 
appear  on  the  surface.  The  locator  of  the  tunnel  has  the  exclusive  right  to  explore  3,000  feet  from  the  face 
or  point  of  commencement  of  the  tunnel  (in  a  straight  line).  The  term  "face"  refers  to  the  first  working  face 
formed  in  the  tunnel  and  signifies  the  point  at  which  the  tunnel  actually  enters  cover. 

Failure  to  prosecute  work  on  the  tunnel  with  "reasonable  diligence"  for  six  months  shall  be  considered  an 
abandonment  of  the  right  to  all  undiscovered  veins  or  lodes  found  across  the  line  of  the  tunnel.  Lode  mining 
claims  located  by  other  parties  after  commencement  of  the  tunnel  for  lodes  not  appearing  at  the  surface  and 
within  the  area  located  for  the  tunnel,  are  invalid.  Also,  tunnel  sites  cannot  be  amended  into  lode  claims 
because  they  are  not  mining  claims.  A  mineral  patent  is  not  issued  for  a  tunnel  site,  but  it  is  possible  to  patent 
a  lode  mining  claim  for  a  blind  vein  or  lode  discovered  in  the  tunnel. 

The  following  Federal  and  State  procedures  should  be  followed  when  locating  a  tunnel  site  on  the  ground 
(See  Figures  F-3,  F-4  and  F-5)  and  in  completing  the  data  required  on  Form  FM-4. 

1.  Give  proper  notice  of  the  tunnel  location  by  erecting  and  describing  a  conspicuous  and  substantial 
monument  at  the  face  or  point  of  commencement  of  the  tunnel,  and  record  the  date  (Items  2  and  3,  on 
Form  FM-4). 

2.  Post  a  copy  of  Form  FM-4  on  the  monument  with  the  following  information: 

a.  Tunnel  site  name  (Item  1 ). 

b.  Name(s),  current  mailing  address,  or  current  residence  address(es)  of  the  locator(s)  (Iteml  1 ). 

c.  Date  of  location,  which  shall  be  the  date  of  posting  of  such  notice  (Cal.  Pub.  Res.  Code  Chap. 

4,  Div.  2,  Sec  2308(b))  (Item  2). 

d.  Actual  or  proposed  course  or  direction  of  the  tunnel  (Item  7). 

e.  Height  and  width  of  the  tunnel  (Item  8). 

f.  The  course  and  distance  from  the  face  or  point  of  commencement  of  the  tunnel  to  some 
permanent  well-known  object  in  the  vicinity  to  establish  the  position  of  the  tunnel  (Item  5). 

g.  Give  the  date  that  the  line  (compass  direction)  of  the  tunnel  was  marked  by  placing  proper 
monuments  along  it  on  the  surface,  at  an  interval  of  not  more  than  600  feet,  to  the  end  of  the 
tunnel  line,  3,000  feet  from  the  face.  Describe  the  monuments  (Item  9). 

h.  Complete  tunnel  site  location  data  (Items  4  and  6,  and  1 0).  Mark  a  check  in  the  appropriate  box 
in  Item  4  for  the  quarter-section(s)  in  which  the  tunnel  site  is  located.  Also,  record  the  section(s), 
township(s),  range(s),  and  meridian  (San  Bernardino  -  SBM,  Mt.  Diablo  -  MDM,  or  Humboldt 
-HM).  See  Figure  FM-4  for  help  in  sketching  out  the  tunnel  course  on  a  topographic  map.  Make 
sure  that  your  site  location  is  properly  plotted  on  the  map  and  that  this  location  matches  the 
location  under  Item  4. 

i.  Be  sure  that  you  print  or  type  in  Item  1 1 ,  and  sign  and  date  under  Item  1 2;  carefully  read  material 
below  Item  13. 


31 


Figure  F-5 


SIDE  VIEW 


Tunnel   face 


/Side  line  of  lode 
mining  claim  (proj . ) 
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Tunnel  height  7 
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Figure  F-5.     Ideal  tunnel  site  location  showing  an  encountered  blind  vein 
and  subsequently  located  lode  mining  claim. 
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U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  State  Office 


RECORDING  REQUESTED  BY: 
(Mail  recording  to:) 

Name 


Address 


FOR  RECORDER'S  USE 


TUNNEL  SITE  LOCATION  NOTICE  (CALIFORNIA) 

To  whom  it  may  concern,  please  take  notice  that: 

1 .    Tunnel  site  name  is 


2.    Date  of  location  (date  a  proper  and  legal  location  monument  was  erected  at  the  tunnel  face  and  a  location 
notice  was  posted  in  or  on  it)  of  this  tunnel  site  is 


(month) 


(day) 


(year) 


3.    Description  of  the  discovery  monument  is  as  follows: 


4.    Tunnel  site  is  located  in  the  following  quarter-section,  section,  township,  range,  and  meridian: 

NE1/4Q      NW1/4  0     SWITCH      SE1/4C]      Sec. T R. Mer. 

NE1/4Q      NWI/4O     SW1/4O      SE1/4CH      Sec. T R. Mer. 

NE1/4Q      NWi/4n     SWi/4n      SE1aO      Sec T R. Mer. 

NE1/4Q      NWi/4[        SWi/4n      SE1/4C         Sec T R. Mer. 


5.    Position  of  the  tunnel  face  by  reference  to  some  natural  object  or  permanent  monument  so  as  to  identify  its 
location: 


6.    Tunnel  site  is  in 


7.  Actual  or  proposed  course  or  direction  of  the  tunnel  is:  _ 

8.  Tunnel  height  is feet,  and  width  is 


County. 


(compass  direction) 
feet. 
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9A.  The  undersigned  locator(s)  have  established  the  line  (compass  direction)  of  the  tunnel  by  proper  and  legal 
monuments  placed  along  the  line  on-the-ground  surface  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  600  feet  from  the  face  or 
point  of  commencement  of  the  tunnel  to  its  terminus  3,000  feet  therefrom. 

9B.  The  date  of  monument  erections  and  marking  is 

(month)  (day)  (year) 

9C.  Description  of  each  monument  is  as  follows: 


10.  Attach  to  this  Notice  an  appropriate  U.S.  Geological  Survey  topographic  map  showing  the  location  and 
course  or  direction  of  the  tunnel. 

1 1 .  Locator(s)  of  this  tunnel  site  are:  (Please  Print) 

Name(s)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address 


12.  Signatures  of  locator(s): 

Date Date. 

Date Date. 


FILE  THIS  ORIGINAL  NOTICE  WITH  THE  APPROPRIATE  COUNTY  RECORDER  (within  90  days  of  the  date  of  location), 
AND  FILE  A  DUPLICATE  NOTICE  (within  the  same  90  days)  with  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management.  California  State  Office. 
Federal  Office  Building.  Room  E-2845.  2800  Cottage  Way.  Sacramento.  California  95825. 
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A  Word  of  Caution 

Any  person  who  willfully  makes  a  false  statement  with  respect  to  any  mining  claim  on  the  posted  location 
notice  or  on  the  recorded  notice  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  shall  be 
punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not 
exceeding  six  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment  (Public  Resources  Code  of  California,  Chap. 
4,  Div.  2,  Sec.  2313a). 

Also  the  following  section  in  43  CFR  1821. 3-1  (b)  is  applicable,  and  is  as  follows: 

Unsworn  statements  in  public  land  matters  are  subject  to  Title  18,  U.S.C.,  section  1001, 
which  makes  it  a  crime  for  any  person  knowingly  and  willfully  to  make  to  any  department  or 
agency  of  the  United  States  any  false,  fictitious  or  fraudulent  statement  or  representations 
as  to  any  matter  within  its  jurisdiction. 

Overfiling  (Claim  Jumping) 

If  your  claim  is  valid  by  virtue  of  having  made  a  discovery,  having  been  properly  located  (monumented  and 
posted)  and  recorded,  and/or  the  necessary  assessment  work  done  and  properly  recorded  then  the  claim 
is  not  subject  to  location  by  others.  In  short,  a  claim  located  by  filing  paper  only,  or  by  locating  on  the  ground 
and  filing  over  another  persons'  valid  claim  is  illegal  (see  Beek  v.  Meagher.  104  U.S.  279,  284  (1881). 

It  is  to  the  benefit  of  the  person(s)  involved  in  mining  claim  location  and  work  to  see  that  the  letter  of  the  laws 
and  regulations  have  been  followed  so  as  to  keep  the  claim,  and  so  be  as  safe  as  possible  from  claim 
jumpers.  If  one  does  not  follow  proper  procedures  one  may  lose  the  subject  claim(s).  A  dispute  between 
rival  claimants  is  a  civil  matter  for  State  courts  to  decide,  and  is  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  BLM. 

Proper  Location  by  Lode,  or  Placer  Mining  Claim 

Often  it  is  clear  what  type  of  claim  is  a  proper  one  for  the  particular  mineral  deposit  in  question.  A  quartz 
vein  in  slate,  for  example,  is  clearly  located  by  a  lode  miningclaim.  Free  gold  in  stream  or  bankconglomerate 
is  clearly  located  by  a  placer  mining  claim.  At  other  times  it  may  be  unclear  what  type  of  mining  claim  is  proper 
to  locate.  For  example,  a  carbonate  rock  bed  that  is  flat  lying  with  little  or  no  overburden  and  containing 
suitable  raw  material  for  cement  manufacture  should  be  located  with  placer  claims.  A  limestone  bed  with 
the  same  raw  material,  but  discontinuous  in  nature,  dipping  steeply  from  the  horizontal,  and  enclosed  by 
intrusive  igneous  rock  with  definite  walls,  probably  should  be  located  by  lode  claims.  In  compliance  with 
the  Placer  Building  Stone  Act  of  August  4, 1 892  (30  USC  161)  any  limestone  bed  that  has  suitable  material 
for  building  stone  and  is  chiefly  valuable  for  building  stone  should  be  located  with  placer  claims.  However, 
if  the  limestone  material  is  used  for  common  aggregate  it  is  not  locatable,  but  salable  and  requires  a  sales 
contract. 

Perlite  can  be  located  with  lode  mining  claims.  Specialty  clay,  or  gypsum  may  be  located  with  either  lode 
or  placer  mining  claims,  depending  on  the  nature  of  the  deposit  (see  discussion  regarding  limestone  in 
above  paragraph).  Disseminated  gold  and  copper  deposits  are  located  with  lode  claims  even  though  there 
may  be  no  discreet  veins. 

Sometimes  a  proper  mining  claim  location  becomes  a  question  of  fact  and  a  legal  determination,  by  the 
Interior  Board  of  Land  Appeals  (IBLA),  may  be  necessary.  See  Estate  of  Arthur  C.W.  Bowen.  1 8  IBLA  383 
(1 975)  for  a  discussion  of  the  issue.  If  you  have  a  question  in  this  regard  talk  to  experts  in  your  closest  BLM 
office  and/or  seek  advice  from  a  mining  lawyer. 

35 


Location  of  Lode  Over  Placer  Mining  Claims  and  the  Reverse 

Placer  mining  claims  have  an  equality  both  in  procedure  and  rights  with  lode  claims  but  the  lode  claim 
provides  no  rights  to  placer  deposits  and  the  reverse.  See  Clipper  Mining  Company  v.  Eli  Mining  and  Land 
Company.  194  U.S.  220  (1904)  for  more  on  this  subject. 

In  this  above  cited  Supreme  Court  decision  there  was  a  discussion  of  the  fact  that  a  person  has  no  right  to 
enter  upon  a  valid  placer  mining  claim  to  search  for,  or  locate  a  lode  claim  without  the  express  permission 
of  the  placer  mining  claim  owner(s).  Overly  aggressive  lode  prospectors  may  well  interfere  with  the  mining 
operation  of  the  placer  mining  claimant.  We  strongly  recommend  that  if  a  lode  prospector  wishes  to  search 
for  minerals  on  a  valid  placer  claim  written  permission  be  obtained  from  the  placer  claimant. 

If  an  owner  of  a  valid  placer  mining  claim  wishes  to  search  for  lodes  on  his  claim  he  may  do  so  but  he  will 
have  no  title  to  lode  minerals  without  filing  a  lode  mining  claim.  See  Campbell  v.  Mclntyre.  295  F  45  (9th 
Cir  1924)  for  more  information. 

When  in  doubt  about  these  matters  seek  advice  from  a  mining  attorney. 

Amended  Locations  and  Relocations 

An  amendment  to  location  and  location  notice  for  a  mining  claim  or  site  can  be  made  (and  filed)  at  any  time 
with  the  appropriate  County  Recorder  and  the  BLM  California  State  Office.  It  can  be  made  on  the  same  type 
form  as  was  used  for  the  original  location.  An  amendment  is  made  where  an  error  has  occurred  or  a 
clarification  is  needed.  An  amended  location  relates  back  to  the  original  date  that  the  mining  claim  or  site 
was  located. 

For  more  detailed  information  the  interested  reader  is  referred  to  R.GailTibbetset.  al..  43  IBLA  21 0  (1 979); 
American  Resources  Ltd..  44  IBLA  220  (1 979);  Samuel  P.  BarSr..  65  IBLA1 67  (1 982);  R.  Gail  Tibbetts  v. 
BLM.  62  IBLA  1 24  (1 982);  and  Cal.  Pub.  Res.  Code,  Chap.  4,  Sec.  231 0. 

The  fee  required  for  filing  an  amended  notice  with  the  BLM  is  $5  for  each  mining  claim.  The  notice  should 
be  filed  within  90  days  of  the  amendment,  however,  there  is  no  penalty  if  the  90-day  requirement  is  not  met. 
See  Leland  H.  Bray,  37  IBLA  (1978). 

Some  examples  of  where  an  amended  location  notice  is  proper  are: 

•  Claimant  has  reported  original  location  in  wrong  township,  range,  or  section. 

•  A  change  in  claim  ownership  has  occurred.  (A  copy  of  quitclaim  deed,  probate  of  will,  and  so  forth 
must  accompany  the  amended  location  notice). 

•  The  name  of  the  claim  is  changed. 

•  Incomplete  data  on  original  notice  of  location. 

A  relocation  is  a  new  location  which  covers  the  same  or  nearly  the  same  land  as  a  prior  mining  claim  or  site. 
The  relocation  is  a  new  mining  claim  or  site  and  requires  a  new  location  notice  and  location  date.  It  does 
not  relate  back  to  the  date  of  the  prior  location.  See  Coates  Lahusen.  69  IBLA  1 37  (1 982).  Relocation  is 
necessary  where  a  claimant  has  failed  to  record  timely  assessment  work  or  attempts  to  move  a  claim  a 
significant  distance  from  its  original  location.  A  claimant  can  relocate  only  if  no  one  has  located  a  claim 
during  the  period  of  time  the  land  was  "vacant"  (for  example,  the  date  from  failure  to  record  an  assessment 
work  notice  by  the  end  of  an  assessment  year  to  date  of  relocation  of  a  new  claim). 
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Recordation  (Filing)  of  Mining  Claims  and  Sites 

Introduction 

In  accordance  with  Section  31 4  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  of  October  21 , 
1 976  (43  U.S.C.  1 744),  and  the  implementing  regulations  at  43  CFR  3833,  all  unpatented  mining  claims, 
mill,  and  tunnel  sites  are  required  to  be  recorded  in  the  proper  County  Office  and  the  appropriate  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  office.  (See  "Assessment  Work  and  Appropriate  Affidavit  and  Notices,"  pg.  39, 
for  additional  requirements.) 

The  objectives  of  BLM  regulations  (given  at  43  CFR  3833.0-2)  are: 

(a)  To  determine  the  number  and  location  of  unpatented  mining  claims,  mill  sites,  or  tunnel  sites 
located  on  Federal  lands  in  order  to  assist  in  the  surface  management  of  those  lands  and  the  mineral 
resources  therein;  (b)  To  remove  any  cloud  on  the  title  to  those  lands  that  may  exist  because  they 
are  subject  to  mining  claims  that  may  have  been  abandoned;  (c)  To  provide  the  BLM  with 
information  as  to  the  location  of  active  mining  claims;  (d)  To  keep  the  BLM  informed  of  transfers  of 
interest  in  unpatented  mining  claims,  mill  sites,  or  tunnel  sites. 

In  California  all  recordation  documents  must  be  filed  in  the  BLM  California  State  Office,  Federal  Office 
Building,  Room  E-2845,  2800  Cottage  Way,  Sacramento,  California  95825.  The  California  State  Office  is 
the  only  proper  Federal  office  for  filing  such  documents.  All  documents  may  be  mailed  to  the  California  State 
Office.  If  mailed,  we  suggest  the  documents  be  mailed  by  certified  mail  with  a  return  receipt  request  and 
a  note  on  the  receipt  naming  the  documents  enclosed.  Such  a  receipt  can  provide  proof,  if  required,  that 
the  office  received  the  documents. 

Filing  Periods  for  Mining  Claim  and  Site  Recordation 

Unpatented  lode  and  placer  mining  claim,  mill,  and  tunnel  site  notices  must  be  recorded  in  both  the 
appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office  and  the  California  State  Office  of  the  BLM  within  90  days  from  the  date 
of  their  location.  Remember  that  the  date  of  location  is  the  date  of  the  erection  and  posting  of  a  discovery 
or  location  monument. 

Location  Notices  and  Filing  Fees 

Proper  location  notices  should  be  used  for  the  mining  claim  or  site.  The  claimant  should  describe  the  lode 
claim  on  a  lode  location  notice,  a  mill  site  on  a  mill  site  location  notice,  and  so  forth.  The  forms  given  in  this 
report  may  be  copied  and  used.  A  one-time  non-refundable  filing  fee  of  $10  per  claim  or  site  is  required  by 
the  BLM.  The  location  notice,  one  per  claim  or  site,  must  be  legible  and  contain  the  information  described 
in  the  first  part  of  this  book.  If  the  mining  claim  is  an  association  placer,  the  maximum  acreage  allowed  is 
160  acres  with  at  least  8  locators,  20  acres  per  claimant.  A  corporation  is  considered  an  individual  entity, 
therefore,  as  an  individual  entity  it  is  allowed  20  acres.  An  association  placer  must  be  contiguous,  30  U.S.C. 
36;  that  is  the  20  acre  parcels  must  be  connected  by  the  side  or  end  lines.  Parcels  connected  by  corners 
are  not  considered  to  be  contiguous.  Examples  of  contiguous  and  noncontiguous  parcels  are  shown  in 
Figure  F-6. 

When  more  than  one  claimant  is  listed  on  a  location  notice  names  and  addresses  for  each  should  be 
provided.  It  is  to  the  benefit  of  claimants  to  sign  the  notice  unless  an  agent  or  attorney  is  filing  and  signing 
the  document  for  all  concerned. 
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The  following  are  fees  required  as  of  January  1, 1991  (43  CFR  3833) 

Activity  New  Charge 

Recording  New  Claim  $10  each  claim 

Filing  Affidavit  of  Assessment  Work  or  $5  each  claim  listed 

Notice  of  Intent  to  Hold  (done  on  annual  basis) 

Transfer  of  Interest  $5  each  claim 

Amended  Location  Notice  $5  each  claim 

Mineral  Patent  Applications  $250  for  first  claim  plus  $50  for  each 

additional  claim 

Deferment  of  Assessment  Work  $25  per  petition 

Note:  Beginning  January  1 ,  1991 ,  filings  that  are  not  accompanied  by  the  proper  service 
fees  will  not  be  accepted  and  will  be  returned  to  the  claimant/owner  without  further 
action. 

For  the  most  current  information  on  fees  and  regulations  the  claimant  should  consult 
with  the  BLM  State  Office. 

BLM  Processing  of  Location  Notices 

In  most  cases,  when  a  location  notice  is  received  in  the  State  Office  it  is  assigned  a  BLM  serial  number.  In 
California  this  number  is  always  preceded  by  the  letters  CA  MC.  CA  denotes  California  and  the  MC  denotes 
mining  claim.  This  number  should  always  be  used  in  all  correspondence  and  on  documents  filed  with  the 
BLM  that  relate  to  a  particular  claim  or  site. 

Filed  location  notices  are  reviewed  by  the  BLM.  If  the  information  is  not  adequate,  but  the  deficiency  is 
curable,  the  claimant  will  receive  a  letter  requesting  clarification  or  additional  information  to  be  submitted 
within  20  to  30  days  from  receipt  of  the  correspondence.  Failure  to  respond  may  result  in  the  issuance  of 
a  recordation  rejection  decision.  If  the  claim  appears  to  be  within  an  area  closed  to  mineral  entry  on  the  date 
of  location  a  decision  will  be  issued  declaring  the  claim  or  site  null  and  void. 

Examples  of  some  curable  deficiencies  are  noncontiguous  placer  mining  claims;  excess  acreage  on  claims 
or  sites;  date  of  location  not  furnished;  location  notice  not  showing  name  or  number  for  claim  or  site;  legal 
description  on  the  notice  different  from  the  map,  or  legal  description  not  given  at  all;  type  of  claim  not 
indicated;  more  than  one  claim  or  site  on  location  notice;  and  legibility  problems.  It  is  imperative  that  all 
documents  be  legible;  typed  or  printed  documents  are  preferred. 

Amended  location  notices  always  date  back  to  the  original  location  of  a  mining  claim.  These  type  of  notices 
are  filed  to  correct  such  problems  as  errors  on  the  original  location  notice,  to  change  the  name  of  the  claim, 
and  to  delete  excess  acreage.  These  notices  must  be  filed  with  both  the  County  Recorder's  Office  and  the 
BLM  California  State  Office.  There  is  a  $5  filing  fee  for  an  amended  location  notice  with  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management.  Again,  these  notices  should  be  legible  and  contain  the  assigned  BLM  serial  number  (CA  MC 
No.). 
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Transfer  of  Interest  (Quitclaiming) 

An  owner  of  an  unpatented  mining  claim,  mill  or  tunnel  site  which  has  been  properly  recorded  may  transfer 
all  or  part  of  their  interest  in  the  claim  site.  The  proper  vehicle  to  use  is  a  quitclaim  deed,  not  an  amended 
location  notice.  However,  the  claimant  may  wish  to  include  an  amended  location  notice  with  the  quitclaim 
deed. 

The  transfer  document  should  be  filed  in  the  appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office  and  the  BLM,  California 
State  Office  within  60  days  after  the  transfer.  The  document  should  include  the  claim  name,  the  assigned 
BLM  serial  number,  the  name  and  mailing  address  of  the  person  to  whom  the  interest  of  the  claim  has  been 
transferred.  The  fee  required  for  filing  this  document  with  the  BLM  is  $5  for  each  claim. 

Abandonment  or  Relinquishment 

If  the  owner  is  abandoning  or  relinquishing  a  claim  or  a  site,  a  letter  to  that  effect  should  be  submitted  to  the 
BLM  California  State  Office  and  the  appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office.  Be  sure  to  give  the  CAMC 
number  in  the  letter.  All  current  owners  who  are  abandoning  their  interests  must  sign  the  letter.  No  fees 
are  required  for  filing  this  type  of  document.  Again,  the  claim  or  site  name  and  correct  BLM  serial  number 
need  to  be  stated  in  the  letter. 

Assessment  Work  and  Appropriate  Affidavit  and  Notices 

Introduction 

To  hold  a  possessory  interest  toa  lode  or  placer  (including  any  association  placer)  mining  claim  at  least  $1 00 
worth  of  labor  must  be  performed  or  claim  improvements  made  annually  for  each  claim.  This  labor  and/or 
improvement  work  is  called  assessment  work.  Where  several  contiguous  claims  are  held  by  a  claimant  the 
total  expenditure  necessary  to  hold  all  the  claims  (at  $1 00  per  claim)  may  be  made  on  any  one  claim  as  long 
as  all  are  benefited  by  the  assessment  work.  Claims  that  touch  on  a  corner  are  not  considered  to  be 
contiguous  (see  43  CFR  3851 .1 .  Jupiter  Mining  Co.  v  Bodie  Consolidated  Mining  Co..  11  F666  (1881),  and 
Powell  v.  Atlas  Corp.,  61 5  P2d  1 225  (Utah  1 980)  and  Figure  F-6).  Whatever  is  done  for  assessment  work 
generally  should  be  visible  and  certainly  should  directly  benefit  the  claim(s)  involved. 

Attention 

Public  Law  102-381  (106  Stat.  1374)  of  Octobers,  1992,  temporarily  changes  require- 
ments for  the  performance  of  assessment  work  and  payment  of  rental  fees.  Check 
with  the  BLM  California  State  Office,  (91 6)  978-4754,  for  the  most  current  information. 


Assessment  Work 

The  following  examples  are  not  meant  to  be  complete,  but  are  intended  to  include  the  most  common  types 
of  work  or  improvement  situations  known  to  the  authors.  If  you  have  a  question  about  qualification  contact 
an  expert  in  your  local  BLM  office  and/or  a  mining  lawyer. 
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Figure  F-6 
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Example  of  an  improperly  located  120  acre 
(6  claimants)  association  placer  claim 
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Example  of  a  properly  located  120  acre 
(6  claimants)  association  placer  claim 
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Figure  F-6,  Improperly  and  Properly  Located  120  Acre 
Association  Placer  Claim. 
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Type  of  Assessment  Work  That  Will  Qualify 

1.  Construction  and  maintenance  of  access  roads  to  mining  claims.  See  U.S.  v.  9,947.71  Acres  of  Land,, 
220  F.  Supp.  328  (DC  Nev  1 963),  and  Pinkerton  v.  Moore.  66  NM  1 1 ,  340  P2d  844  (1 959). 

2.  Buildings  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the  claim,  and  for  its  improvement.  See  Bryan  v.  Mc  Craig,  1 0 
Colo  309,  15  P  413  (1887). 

3.  Buying  of  blasting  supplies  such  as  powder,  fuses,  wire  and  so  forth.  See  Fredricks  v.  Klauser,  52  Or 
110,  96  P  679  (1908). 

4.  Digging  of  mine  development  works,  surface  or  underground,  that  directly  benefit  the  claim.  See  James 
v.  Krook,  42  Ariz  322  (1933). 

5.  Installation  of  machinery  or  fixtures  to  facilitate  the  extraction  of  ore.  See  citation  in  No.  4. 

6.  Services  of  a  watchman  where  the  services  are  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  structures  or  other 
property  used  in  developing  the  claim.  See  Inqersolt  v.  Scott.  13  Arz  165,  108  P  460  (1910). 

7.  Development  drilling  and  sampling.  See  Eveleigh  v.  Darneille.  81  Cal  Reptr.  301  (Cal  App  1969). 

8.  Removal  of  overburden  to  allow  surface  mining  of  relatively  shallow  deposits.  See  Ring  v.  United  States 
Gypsum  Co..  62  CA  2d  87  (1923). 

9.  Geological,  geochemical,  and  geophysical  surveys.  The  following  material  is  from  43  CFR  3851 .2  (30 
USCA  28-1-2). 

a)  Such  surveys  must  be  conducted  by  qualified  experts  and  verified  by  a  detailed  report  filed 
in  the  county  or  recording  district  office  in  which  the  claim  is  located.  This  report  must  fully  set  forth 
the  following: 

(1 )  The  location  of  the  work  performed  in  relation  to  the  point  of  discovery  and  boundaries  of  the 
claim. 

(2)  Nature,  extent  and  cost  of  the  work  performed. 

(3)  The  basic  findings  of  the  surveys. 

(4)  The  name,  address  and  professional  background  of  the  person  or  persons  conducting  the 
work. 

Such  surveys  may  not  be  applied  as  labor  for  more  than  two  consecutive  years  or  for  more  than 
a  total  of  five  years  on  anyone  mining  claim.  Each  survey  shall  be  non-repetitive  of  any  previous 
survey  of  the  same  claim.  Such  surveys  will  not  apply  toward  the  statutory  provision  requiring  the 
expenditure  of  $500  for  each  claim  for  mineral  patent. 

(b)  As  used  in  this  section  — 

(1 )  The  term  "geological  surveys"  means  surveys  on  the  ground  for  mineral  deposits  by  the  proper 
application  of  the  principles  and  techniques  of  the  science  of  geology  as  they  relate  to  the  search  for 
and  discovery  of  mineral  deposits; 

(2)  The  term  "geochemical  surveys"  means  surveys  on  the  ground  for  mineral  deposits  by  the 
proper  application  of  the  principles  and  techniques  of  the  science  of  chemistry  as  they  relate  to  the 
search  for  and  discovery  of  mineral  deposits; 

(3)  The  term  "geophysical  surveys"  means  surveys  on  the  ground  for  mineral  deposits  through  the 
employment  of  generally  recognized  equipment  and  methods  for  measuring  physical  difference 
between  rock  types  or  discontinuities  in  geological  formations; 

(4)  The  term  "qualified  expert"  means  an  individual  qualified  by  education  or  experience  to  conduct 
geological,  geochemical,  or  geophysical  surveys,  as  the  case  may  be. 
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Type  of  Assessment  Work  That  Will  Not  Qualify 

1 .  A  building  that  does  not  benefit  the  claim  (see  No.  2  above). 

2.  Prospecting  for  exploration  and  discovery:  in  contrast  to  development  work,  which  does  qualify,  see 
Bishop  v.Baislev.  28  Or  1 1 9,  41  p.  936  (1 895);  Schlegal  v.  Hough.  1 82  Or.  441 ,  1 86  P.2d  516(1 947); 
Schlegalv.  Hough.  1 82 Or 449, 1 88  P.2d  1 58  (1 947)  modifying  1 82 Or.  441 , 1 86  P.2d 51 6  (1 947).  Note: 
Sampling,  discovery  shafts,  exploratory  drilling,  and  prospect  holes  have  been  accepted  as  qualified 
work,  however.  See  Eveleigh  v.  Dameille.  276  Cal.  App.  2d  638,  81  Cal.  Reptr.  301  (1969)  (hand 
sampling  of  the  least  meaningful  kind);  Sampson  v.  Page.  1 29  Cal.  App.  2d  356,  276  P. 2d  871  (1 954); 
Hamilton  v.  Ertl.  146  Colo.  80,  360  P. 2d  660  (1961)  (core  holes);  Nevada  Exploration  and  Mining  Co. 
v.Sprigqs.  41  Utah  1 71 , 1 24  P.  770  (1 921 );  Simmons  v.  Muir.  75  Wyo.  44,  291  P.2d  81 0  (1 955);  Walton 
v.  Wild  Goose  Mining  and  Trading  Co..  123  F.  209  (9th  Cir.  1903). 

It  is  clear  that  prospecting  and  exploration  work  for  assessment  purposes  can  be  a  subject  of  confusion 
and  real  concern,  except  where  "geological,  geochemical,  or  geophysical  surveys"  are  involved  (see 
No.  9  above).  Our  firm  advice  to  the  reader  is  to  seek  the  advice  of  a  mining  attorney  when  one  has 
concern  over  this  very  important  matter. 

3.  Services  of  a  watchman  where  the  services  are  not  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  structures  and 
other  properties  (see  No.  6  above). 

4.  Materials  taken  to  a  mining  claim  but  not  used.  See  Fredricks  v.  Klauser.  52  Or  1 10  P  679  (1908). 

5.  Gathering  and  removing  ore  previously  mined.  See  Buckeye  Mining  Co.  v.  Powers,  257  Pac  833  Ida 
(1927).  For  loading  and  shipping  ore  stockpiled  during  previous  assessment  year  see  Smith  v.  Daly. 
181  CA2d  154  (1960). 

Assessment  Work  Affidavit  (California) 

Form  FM-5  shows  an  example  of  an  Assessment  Work  Affidavit  (California).  Item  1  is  self-explanatory  and 
requires  the  claimant  to  name  the  county  in  question  and  give  the  current  assessment  year  and  certain  data 
on  the  claim  (s)  for  which  work  was  done.  Under  location  the  part  marked  Sec.ATp./Rg./Mer.  refers  to  section, 
township,  range,  and  meridian.  Be  sure  to  give  the  BLM  Serial  No.  (CA  MC  No.). 

Item  2  is  very  important.  Be  sure  to  discuss  clearly  and  adequately  the  type  of  labor  and  improvements  done, 
the  value  (cost)  of  each,  the  total  value  of  all  labor  and  improvements  made  and  the  date(s)  of  performance. 
Note  the  statement  regarding  geological,  geochemical,  or  geophysical  surveys.  If  a  report  was  prepared 
complete  the  title,  the  date  that  it  was  filed  with  the  County  Recorder  in  question,  and  the  costs  involved 
under  the  headings  -  Description  and  Value.  Complete  the  date(s)  work  was  performed. 

Item  5  is  also  very  important.  Make  sure  all  your  monuments  are  in  place  (Cal.  Pub.  Res.  Code,  Chap.  4, 
Div.  2,  Sec.  2315(8)  and  (9).  Although  the  obliteration  and  destruction  of  the  monuments  and  notices 
thereon  does  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  locator's  possessory  title  (Walton  v.  Wild  Goose  Mining  Co.,  1 23 
F  209  (1 903,  cert  denied  1 94  U.S.  631 )  it  is  a  wise  idea  to  replace  any  required  monuments  that  have  been 
obliterated  or  destroyed  and  sign  that  all  monuments  are  up  at  the  time  assessment  work  was  performed. 
Notes  regarding  the  situation  and  photographs  of  the  replaced  monuments  should  be  made  and  kept  in  the 
claimants  personal  records. 

Items  4  and  5  should  be  completed  by  printing  or  typing.  Below  Item  5,  a  signature  of  the  person  responsible 
for  the  statements  in  the  Notice  is  required.  The  claimant  may  perform  the  work  or  someone  in  his  behalf 
may  perform  the  work.  Whomever  did  the  work  should  sign  and  date  the  affidavit. 
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U.S.  Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  State  Office 


RECORDING  REQUESTED  BY  AND  MAIL  TO: 

(Please  type  or  use  black  Ink  on  this  form) 

Name 

Address 

FOR  RECORDER'S  USE 

Nrv  nf  rtaims 

AFFIDAVIT  OF  ASSESSMENT  WORK  (CALIFORNIA) 

x  $5/claim  = 
total  due  BLM$ 

To  whom  it  may  concern,  please  take  notice  that: 

1 .    Certain  labor  and  improvements  required  by  law  were  performed  or  made  on,  or  for  the  benefit  of,  the  following  mining 

claim  or  claims  (which  together  comprise  a  group  of  contiguous  claims)  in  the  County  of 

California,  in  the  mining  assessment  year  ending  September  1, 19 . 


Name  of 
Mining  Claim 


Location  by 

S/T/R/Mer. 

Example: 

29/9N/14E/SBM 


County  Recordation  Data 
(Write  in  Instrument  or  Book  and  Page  No.) 


CAMC  No. 


Original 
Recordation 


Date 


Last 
Amendment 


Date 


/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

(If  more  space  is  needed  use  supplemental  sheet) 

2A.  Type  of  labor  and  improvements  (specify  what  was  done  and  give  the  total  value  for  that  labor  and  improvements  -  at 
least  $1 00  for  each  claim).  If  a  geological,  geochemical,  or  geophysical  survey  was  performed,  as  per  30  U.S.C.  28-1 , 
reference  title  of  report  of  survey  in  question,  give  cost  and  date  of  the  survey  and  report,  and  indicate  it  was  filed  with 
the  County  Recorder. 

Description  Value 


LU 
CO 

ZD 

rx 
O 

h- 
o 

LU 

I 

I 

o 
o 

x 
< 


Total  Value . 


Form  FM-5 
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2B.  Date(s)  the  assessment  work  was  performed 


(month)  (day(s))  (year) 

3.    Name(s)  and  address(s)  of  person(s)  who  performed  the  labor  and  improvements: 

Name(s)  (print)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address  (print) 


4.    Name(s)  and  address(s)  of  person(s)  who  hold  and  claim  subject  mining  claim(s)  for  the  valuable  mineral(s) 
contained  therein: 

Namefs)  (print)  Current  Mailing  or  Residence  Address  (print) 


5.    The  undersigned  testify  that  on  the  original  location  date  of ,  19 ,  all  monuments  required 

by  law  were  erected  upon  the  subject  claim(s),  and  all  notices  required  by  law  were  posted  on  the  subject  claim(s)  or 
copies  thereof  were  in  place,  and  at  said  date  each  corner  monument  bore  or  contained  marking  sufficient  to 
appropriately  designate  the  corner  of  the  claim  to  which  it  pertains  and  the  name  of  the  claim(s). 

I  (we)  hereby  certify  under  penalty  of  perjurty  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  true 
and  correct: 


(Signature  of  person(s)  responsible  for  above  statements) 


Date 


FILE  THIS  ORIGINAL  NOTICE  WITH  APPROPRIATE  COUNTY  RECORDER  (by  September  30)  AND  FILE  A  DUPLICATE  NOTICE  (by  December  30) 
WITH  THE  BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT,  CALIFORNIA  STATE  OFFICE,  FEDERAL  OFFICE  BUILDING,  ROOM  E-2845, 2800  COTTAGE  WAY, 
SACRAMENTO,  CALIFORNIA  95825-1889. 

Any  person  who  willfully  makes  a  false  statement  with  respect  to  any  mining  claim  on  the  affidavit  of  labor  or  improvements  or  on  the  supplementary  affidavit  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon 
conviction  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  ($200)  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for  not  more  than  six  months,  or  by  both  the  fine  and  imprisonment  (Public 
Resources  Code  of  California,  Div.  3.5,  Chap.  1 ,  Sec.  3913c,d). 

This  form  is  for  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  California  pertaining  to  assessment  work  (30  USC  28,  A3  CFR  3833.2).  Subject  to  Paperwork 
Reduction  Act  and  Privacy  Act  statements  available  at  the  BLM  California  State  Office,  Sacramento. 
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CAMC  No. 


Original 
Recordation 
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Date 
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Assessment  Work  Year  and  Filing  Year 

Each  year  after  location,  an  affidavit  of  annual  assessment  work  must  be  filed  attesting  that  $100  of 
assessment  work  was  completed  on  an  unpatented  mining  claim.  Assessment  work  must  be  per- 
formed within  a  certain  time  period  referred  to  as  the  Assessment  Work  Year.  The  time  period  within 
which  the  work  must  be  done  begins  at  12  o'clock  noon  on  the  first  day  of  September  and  ends  at  12 
o'clock  noon  on  September  1  of  the  following  year  (see  43  CFR  3851.1).  Assessment  work  need  not 
be  performed  during  the  Assessment  Work  Year  within  which  the  claim  is  located. 

For  example,  say  a  mining  claim  is  located  on  March  15, 1 986.  The  first  complete  Assessment  Work  Year 
would  begin  noon  September  1,  1986,  and  end  noon  September  1,  1987  (see  Case  1,  Figure  F-7).  If  a 
mining  claim  is  located  on  October  1 5, 1 986,  the  first  complete  Assessment  Work  Year  would  begin  noon 
September  1,  1987,  and  end  noon  September  1, 1988  (see  Case  2,  Figure  F-7). 

An  Assessment  Work  Affidavit  or  a  Notice  Of  Intention  To  Hold  a  mining  claim  (see  section  on  Intention  to 
Hold  a  Mining  Claim  or  a  Mill  or  Tunnel  Site  below )  is  required  in  the  Filing  or  "Calendar"  Year  following  the 
location  of  a  mining  claim,  and  each  Filing  Year  thereafter.  A  Filing  or  "Calendar"  Year  begins  on  January 
1st  and  continues  through  December  30th  of  that  year.  An  Assessment  Work  Affidavit  or  a  Notice  Of 
Intention  To  Hold  a  mining  claim  must  be  filed  in  both  the  appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office  and  with 
the  BLM,  California  State  Office  in  the  Filing  Year  for  which  it  is  intended.  These  annual  filing  documents 
must  be  recorded  with  by  the  county  by  September  30,  and  with  the  BLM  by  December  30,  or  postmarked 
by  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  by  midnight  December  30  and  received  by  the  BLM  by  January  19. 

In  Case  1 ,  Figure  F-7  an  Assessment  Work  Affidavit  (or  an  Intention  To  Hold  a  mining  claim)  must  be  filed 
by  December  30, 1987.  In  Case  2,  Figure  F-4  the  appropriate  document  must  be  filed  by  December  30, 
1988.  However,  the  claimant  must  file,  in  both  the  appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office  and 
the  BLM,  an  Intention  To  Hold  a  mining  claim  in  the  1987  filing  year. 

The  only  proper  BLM  office  in  California  to  file  annual  filings  is  the  CALIFORNIA  STATE  OFFICE,  FEDERAL 
OFFICE  BUILDING,  ROOM  E-2845,  2800  COTTAGE  WAY,  SACRAMENTO,  CALIFORNIA  95825.  Fees 
for  recording  these  documents  with  the  BLM  is  $5  for  each  claim  listed.  When  completing  the  assessment 
work  notice  form  be  sure  to  include  the  correct  claim  name  and  assigned  BLM  serial  (CA  MC)  number.  This 
will  ensure  proper  noting  of  the  records. 

Intention  to  Hold  a  Mining  Claim  or  a  Mill  or  Tunnel  Site 

The  following  definitions  for  notices  of  intention  to  hold  mining  claims  and  sites  are  found  in  43  CFR  3833.0- 
5: 

"Notice  of  intention  to  hold  a  mining  claim"  means  an  instrument  containing  the  information 
required  in  43  CFR  3833.2-3  of  this  title  which  has  been  or  will  be  filed  under  state  law  in 
the  local  jurisdiction  County  Recorder's  Office  indicating  that  the  owner  continues  to  have 
an  interest  in  the  claim. 

"Notice  of  intention  to  hold  a  mill  or  tunnel  site"  means  an  instrument  containing  the 
information  in  the  form  required  in  3833.2-3  of  this  title  43  CFR  indicating  that  the  owner 
continues  to  hold  an  interest  in  the  site. 
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Figure  F-7 
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Figure  F-7.    Diagram  showing  the  relationship  of  Assessment  Work  Year  to  Filing  "Calendar" 
Year  for  mining  claims. 
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By  definition,  the  major  difference  between  the  notices  is  that  if  the  notice  is  for  a  mining  claim,  it  must  be 
recorded  in  the  proper  county  recorder's  office,  while  county  recording  is  not  mandatory  for  a  notice  of 
Intention  To  Hold  a  mill  or  tunnel  site.  Both  types  of  documents,  however,  must  be  filed  in  the  California 
State  Office  of  the  BLM  during  the  same  time  periods  as  for  the  assessment  work  notice.  All  notices  must 
contain  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  serial  number  assigned  to  the  claim  or  site,  and  any  change  of 
address  of  the  owner.  The  filing  fee  per  document  filed  with  the  BLM  is  $5. 

If  a  claimant  has  filed  for  and  been  granted  a  deferment  of  assessment  work,  the  notice  of  intention  to  hold 
the  mining  claim  should  reference  the  decision  document  by  date  and  serial  (CA  MC)  number  which  granted 
deferment  of  assessment  work,  or  reference  a  pending  petition  for  deferment  of  assessment  work. 

Since  assessment  work  is  not  required  to  be  done  on  a  mill  or  tunnel  site,  a  notice  of  intention  to  hold  a  mill 
or  tunnel  site  is  the  proper  document  to  file  if  you  intend  to  keep  the  site. 

For  a  mining  claim,  filing  a  Notice  Of  Intention  To  Hold,  when  assessment  work  is  required  to  be  performed, 
will  hold  the  claim  open  on  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  records,  however,  it  does  not  preserve  the 
claimant's  rights  against  another  locator  unless  a  deferment  has  been  granted. 

Failure  to  Perform  Assessment  Work  and  Filing  Requirements 

If  a  mining  claimant  fails  to  perform  proper  assessment  work  on  a  claim  it  will  render  the  claim  subject  to 
cancellation  and/or  relocation.  A  claim  could  be  relocated  by  other  claimants  unless  the  original  locator, 
his  heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives  have  resumed  work  after  a  failure  to  perform  assessment  work 
and  before  a  relocation  by  other  claimants  is  made  (see  43  CFR  3851 .3).  It  can  be  very  difficult  for  a  relocator 
to  show  that  an  original  locator  did  not  perform  the  required  improvements  or  work  during  the  assessment 
work  year.  Relocation  cannot  be  made  until  after  the  end  of  the  assessment  year  in  question. 

Assessment  Work  Affidavits  for  mining  claims  (or  a  Notice  of  Intention  To  Hold  document,  or  a  geological, 
geochemical  or  geophysical  report)  must  be  filed  timely  in  the  appropriate  County  Recorder's  Office  and 
in  the  BLM  State  Office  in  Sacramento.  If  these  documents  are  not  filed  timely  then  it  "shall  be  deemed 
conclusively  to  constitute  an  abandonment  of  the  mining  claim  or  mill  or  tunnel  site  by  the  owner;  but  it  shall 
not  be  considered  afailure  to  file  if  the  instrument  is  defective  or  not  timely  filed  for  record  under  other  Federal 
laws  permitting  filing  or  recording  thereof,  or  if  the  instrument  is  filed  for  record  by  or  on  behalf  of  some  but 
not  all  of  the  owners  of  the  mining  claim  or  mill  or  tunnel  site"  -  43  U.S.C.  1 744  c  (1 976). 

Failure  of  a  Co-owner  to  Contribute  to  Annual  Assessment  Work 

Regulations  regarding  the  failure  of  a  co-owner  to  contribute  to  annual  assessment  work  are  well  given  at 
43  CFR  3851 .4.  These  regulations  are  given  in  their  entirety: 

Upon  the  failure  of  any  one  of  several  co-owners  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  the  required 
expenditures,  the  co-owners,  who  have  performed  the  labor  or  made  the  improvements  as 
required,  may,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year,  give  such  delinquent  co-owner  personal  notice 
in  writing,  or  notice  by  publication  in  the  newspaper  published  nearest  the  claim  for  at  least 
once  a  week  for  90  days;  and  if  upon  the  expiration  of  90  days  after  such  notice  in  writing, 
or  upon  the  expiration  of  180  days  after  the  first  newspaper  publication  of  notice,  the 
delinquent  co-owner  shall  have  failed  to  contribute  his  proportion  to  meet  such  expenditures 
or  improvements,  his  interest  in  the  claim  by  law  passes  to  his  co-owners  who  have  made 
the  expenditures  or  improvements  as  aforesaid.  Where  a  claimant  alleges  ownership  of  a 
forfeited  interest  under  the  foregoing  provision,  the  statement  of  the  publisher  as  to  the  facts 
of  publication,  giving  dates,  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  notice  published,  should  be  furnished, 
and  the  claimant  must  state  that  the  delinquent  co-owner  failed  to  contribute  his  proper 
proportion  within  the  period  fixed  by  the  statute. 
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Affidavits  of  Assessment  Work  for  Claims  Under  Patent  Application 

An  Affidavit  of  Assessment  Work  or  a  Notice  Of  Intention  To  Hold  a  mining  claim  or  mill  site  need  not  be 
filed  after  the  date  that  Part  I  of  BLM  Form  1 860-1  -  Mineral  Entry  Final  Certificate  is  signed  by  the  Authorized 
Officer  in  the  BLM  California  State  Office  (see  43  CFR  3833.2-4,  and  3851.5). 

Deferment  of  Assessment  Work 

The  Act  of  June  21,  1949  (30  U.S.C.  28b-c),  allows  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  grant  temporary 
deferments  of  assessment  work.  There  are  four  circumstances  under  which  these  temporary  deferments 
may  be  granted: 

1 .  When  access  to  the  mining  claim  is  being  denied, 

2.  When  access  to  the  claim  is  in  litigation, 

3.  When  access  to  the  mining  claim  is  in  the  process  of  acquisition 
under  State  law,  or 

4.  When  any  other  legal  impediment  prevents  the  mining  claimant  from 
entry  to  perform  assessment  work. 

The  key  words  are:  "access  to  the  claim  is  denied."  Unless  a  claimant  can  prove  that  access  to  the  claim 
is  denied,  a  deferment  cannot  be  granted. 

Deferments  may  not  be  granted  for  reasons  such  as  the  following:  physical  conditions  such  as  the  washout 
of  roads,  unseasonable  weather,  illness,  bankruptcy  proceedings,  and  litigation  -  unless  a  court  order 
enjoins  the  claimant  from  entering  the  claim. 

Regulations  in  43  CFR  3852.2  give  the  requirements  for  filing  a  petition  for  adeferment  of  assessment  work. 
No  particular  form  is  required.  The  petition  can  be  in  letter  form  signed  by  at  least  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
claim.  Be  sure  to  give  the  name(s)  of  the  claim(s)  involved,  the  date(s)  of  claim  location,  the  serial  (CA  MC) 
No(s).,  and  the  date  of  the  beginning  of  the  Assessment  Work  Year  for  which  deferment  is  requested.  Each 
petition  must  be  accompanied  by  a  $25  nonrefundable  service  charge.  It  must  be  filed  with  the  California 
State  Office  of  the  BLM  and  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  County  recorded  "notice  to  the  public."  The 
petitioner  must  fully  describe  the  "legal  impediments"  preventing  access  to  the  claim. 
Deferments  may  be  granted  for  no  more  than  one  year  for  two  successive  years  and  the  deferred 
assessment  work  must  be  completed  not  later  than,  1 )  the  end  of  the  Assessment  Work  Year  commencing 
after  the  removal  or  cessation  of  the  causes  for  deferment  or,  2)  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which 
deferment  was  granted,  whichever  is  first.  If  the  causes  for  deferment  exist  after  two  years,  relief  may  be 
obtained  through  judicial  litigation. 

Mining  and  Reclamation  Plans 
General 

Before  most  exploration  and  mining  operations  begin  on  BLM  or  United  States  Forest  Service  (USFS) 
administered  lands  the  miner  should  contact  the  local  office  of  the  appropriate  agency  for  information  and 
instruction.  Both  agencies  have  surface  management  regulations  that  may  require  a  notice  or  a  plan  of 
operations,  depending  on  the  level  of  disturbance  or  special  management  designation. 
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The  USFS  requires  a  notice  of  intent  to  mine  which  may  lead,  after  consultation  with  miner,  to  a  plan.  Each 
proposal  is  reviewed  on  a  case  by  case  basis  considering  the  significant  disturbance.  The  BLM  has  two 
levels  of  notification: 

1 )  a  notice  is  required  for  5  acres  or  less  of  disturbance,  and 

2)  an  approved  plan  is  required  for  surface  disturbance  that  exceeds  5  acres. 

USFS  surface  management  regulations  are  in  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  (CFR)  at  36  CFR  228(A), 
and  BLM  regulations  are  at  43  CFR  3802  for  Wilderness  Study  Areas  and  43  CFR  3809  for  all  other  areas. 
BLM  task  forces  are  presently  working  on  revisions  of  the  43  CFR  3809  regulations,  occupancy  rules  and 
proposed  bonding  rules. 

Table  T-2  shows  topics  covered  by  the  BLM  and  USFS  regulations  and  where  the  interested  reader  can 
find  appropriate  information. 

Preparation  and  Review  of  Plans 

The  miner  should  prepare  a  mining  and  reclamation  plan  from  a  practical  viewpoint  to  ensure  that  the 
proposal  makes  sense  to  the  appropriate  government  agency  that  will  make  the  review.  A  plan  should  have 
data  on  exploration  activities,  ore  grade,  reserves,  and  other  activities  that  are  involved  with  development 
of  the  mining  operation.  In  most  mining  operations  a  normal  sequence  of  events  is,  1)  government 
permitting,  2)  exploration,  3)  economic  evaluation,  4)  facility  construction,  5)  mining  and  6)  final  reclamation. 
Each  event  is  usually  dependent  on  the  success  of  the  previous  stage. 

It  is  very  important  to  discuss  reclamation  in  your  plan.  The  government  agency  is  interested  in  what  the 
land  will  look  like  following  the  conclusion  of  the  mining  operation.  The  reclamation  plan  may  include  a 
discussion  of  the  following  topics: 

1)  Removal  of  structures,  material  and  fences, 

2)  Saving  of  topsoil  for  final  application  after  reshaping  of  disturbed  areas, 

3)  Measures  to  control  erosion,  landslides  and  water  runoff, 

4)  Measures  to  isolate,  remove,  or  control  toxic  material, 

5)  Reshaping  the  area  disturbed,  application  of  the  top  soil,  and  revegetation  of 
disturbed  areas, 

6)  Rehabilitation  of  fisheries  and  wildlife  habitat. 

Bonding  Policy 

Present  policy  of  the  BLM  requires  reclamation  bonding  for  all  "plan-level  operations."  Plan-level  operations 
are  mining  operations  that  cause  more  than  five  acres  of  surface  disturbance  per  year  to  occur  in  certain 
special  areas.  Non  plan-level  operations  (notice-level  operations),  have  five  acres  or  less  of  unreclaimed 
disturbance  per  year,  and  are  not  affected  by  this  policy  except  in  cases  of  noncompliance.  Notice-level 
operators  who  establish  a  record  of  noncompliance  with  BLM  surface  management  regulations  must 
conduct  all  future  operations  under  an  approved  plan  of  operations.  They  will  also  be  subject  to  the 
noncompliance  provisions  of  the  policy. 
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Table  T-2.  Surface  Management  Regulations  Regarding  Exploration  and  Mining  Operations 


BLM 


Subject 


43  CFR  3809 


Purpose  3809.0-1 

Objectives  3809.0-2 

Definitions  3809.0-5 

Policy  3809.0-6 

Scope  

Plan  of  Operations  

-When  Required  3809.1-4 

-When  not  Required  

Operations  Existing  on 

October  21, 1976  -- 

Contents  of  Plan  of 

Operations  3809.1-5 

Plan  Approval  3809.1-6 

Modification  of  Plan  3809.1-7 

Existing  Operations  3809.1-8 

Bond  Requirements  3809.1-9 
Environmental  assessment 

and  environmental  protection       3809.2-1  &  2-2 

Noncompliance  3809.3-2 

Access  3809.3-3 

Multiple  Use  Conflicts  

Fire  Protection  &  Control  3809.3-4 

Maintenance  of  Public  Safety  3809.3-5 

Inspection  3809.3-6 
Notice  of  Suspension 

of  Operations  — 

Cessation  of  Operations  

Appeals  3809.4 

Public  Availability  of  Info.  3809.5 

Reclamation  3809.1-1 

Casual  Use-Neg.  Disturbance  3809.1-2 
Notice-disturbance 

of  5  acres  or  less  3809.1-3 

Applicability  of  State  law  3809.3-1 

Period  of  Non-Operation  3809.3-7 
Special  Provisions  relating 

to  mining  claims  patented 

within  boundaries  of  CDCA  3809.6 
Operations  within  National 

Forest  Wilderness  


43  CFR  3802 

3802.0-1 

3802.0-2 

3802.0-5 

3802.0-6 

3802.0-7 

3802.1 

3802.1-1 

3802.1-2 

3802.1-3 

3802.1-4 
3802.1-5 
3802.1-6 
3802.1-7 
3802.2 

3802.3-1  &3-2 

3802.4-1 

3802.4-2 

3802.4-3 

3802.4-4 

3802.4-5 

3802.4-6 

3802.4-7 
3802.408 
3802.5 
3802.6 


USFS 

36  CFR  228  (A) 

228.1 
228.3 


228.2 
228.4 
228.4 


228.5 


228.13 

228.8 
228.7 
228.12 

228.11 

228.9 

228.7 


228.10 
228.14 
228.6 


228.15 
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Operation  with  a  Record  of  Compliance: 

All  plan-level  operations  with  a  record  of  compliance  with  BLM  reclamation  requirements,  but  with  no  state 
bonds,  will  be  required  to  post  a  bond  with  BLM.  The  bond  will  be  set  at  BLM's  estimated  cost  to  reclaim 
the  surface  disturbance,  not  to  exceed  $1 ,000  per  acre  for  exploration  activities  or  $2,000  per  acre  for  mining 
operations.  Operators  will  not  be  required  to  post  additional  bonds  with  BLM  if  they  can  demonstrate  the 
existence  of  a  state  bond  that  is  within  75  percent  of  BLM's  estimated  reclamation  costs  or  BLM's  bond 
requirements.  When  an  operator's  state  bond  is  not  within  the  75  percent  range,  BLM  field  officials  will  have 
the  option  of  requiring  an  additional  bond  to  make  up  the  difference. 

Operations  with  a  Record  of  Noncompliance: 

Operations  with  a  history  of  noncompliance  with  BLM's  surface  management  regulations  will  be  required 
to  post  bonds  with  BLM  for  100  percent  of  the  estimated  reclamation  costs.  A  state  bond  cannot  be  used 
to  fulfill  any  part  of  this  requirement. 

Operations  Using  Cvanide: 

Operations  that  use  cyanide  or  other  leachates  on  leach  heaps,  pads  or  dumps  or  that  discharge  cyanide- 
bearing  tailing  or  fluids  to  impoundments  or  tailings  ponds  will  be  required  to  post  a  1 00  percent  bond  for 
those  portions  of  the  operation  encumbered  by  such  facilities.  Either  state  or  federal  bonds  or  a  mixture 
of  both  will  be  accepted.  All  other  portions  of  the  operations  will  be  subject  to  the  same  bonding 
requirements  as  any  other  plan-level  operation. 

Other  Agencies 

In  addition  to  federal  regulations,  the  claimant  will  be  required  to  comply  with  certain  California  State  and 
local  government  regulations.  For  example,  if  any  mining  waste  might  contaminate  surface  or  underground 
waters  of  the  State  of  California  then  the  claimant  should  contact  the  appropriate  Regional  Water  Quality 
Control  Board  (see  Attachment  5).  Suction  dredging  permits  are  required  by  the  State  Department  of  Fish 
and  Game  and  the  claimant  should  contact  their  nearest  Fish  and  Game  office  for  regulations  and  instruction 
(see  Attachment  6) .  Counties  have  jurisdiction  over  such  areas  as  sewage  treatment,  building  construction, 
and  mostly  administer  the  requirements  of  the  California  State  Surface  Mining  and  Reclamation  Act 
(SMARA). 

Federal  agencies  and  the  Counties  work  closely  to  coordinate  the  environmental  review  process  in 
accordance  with  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA),  the  California  Environmental  Quality  Act 
(CEQA),  and  the  Surface  Mining  and  Reclamation  Act  (SMARA).  Most  surface  mining  operations  in 
California  are  affected  by  SMARA. 

BLM,  USFS,  and  the  county  in  question  share  responsibility  for  ensuring  compliance  with  SMARA  on  public 
lands  in  accordance  with  a  October  20,  1992  Memorandum  of  Understanding  (MOU).  Key  areas  of 
cooperations  are: 

1)  Developing  individual  MOUs  for  large  surface  mining  operations 

2)  Conducting  inspection  and  enforcement  activities 

3)  Bonding 

4)  Eliminating  duplication  whenever  possible 
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Exempt  from  SMARA  are  the  following  activities: 

1)  Prospecting  for,  or  the  extraction  of,  minerals  for  commercial  purposes  and  removal  of 
overburden  in  total  amount  of  less  than  1 ,000  cubic  yards  in  any  one  location  of  one  acre  or  less 

2)  Surface  mining  operations  that  are  required  by  Federal  law  in  order  to  protect  a  mining  claim, 
such  as  annual  assessment  work,  if  such  operations  are  conducted  solely  for  that  purpose 

3)  Other  surface  mining  operations  which  the  State  has  determined  to  be  of  an  infrequent  nature 
and  which  involve  only  minor  surface  disturbances. 

Mining  Claim  Occupancy 

BLM  and  the  USFS  are  often  asked  the  question  by  the  miner,  "can  I  live  on  my  mining  claim?"  In  answer 
to  this  question,  the  agencies  will  insist  that  the  miner  be  diligent  and  engaged  in  activities  that  are 
reasonably  incident  to  mining  and  milling  operations.  These  may  include  prospecting,  exploration, 
extraction,  and  processing  on  a  regular  basis.  This  answer  includes  some  legal  phases  or  words  which  will 
need  an  explanation: 

Diligence  means  steady  work,  more  frequent  than  weekends,  as  a  primary  occupation.  Good  faith  is 
defined  as  measurable  work  such  as  prospecting,  exploration,  development,  or  mining  efforts  that  will 
lead  to  a  discovery  or  extraction  of  minerals. 

Occupancy  means  those  activities  that  may  result  in  full  or  part  time  residence  on  public  lands. 
Examples  of  these  activities  are  fences,  tents,  motor  homes,  trailers,  homes  and  the  use  of  a  watchman 
or  caretaker  on  the  claim. 

Reasonably  incident  means  those  actions  that  a  knowledgeable  person  takes  to  prospect,  explore, 
define,  develop,  mine  or  mill  a  valuable  mineral  deposit  using  methods,  structures  and  equipment 
appropriate  to  the  geologic  terrain,  and  deposit.  However,  prior  to  placing  any  structure  on  a  mining 
claim  the  miner  should  contact  the  local  BLM  or  USFS  office  and  discuss  the  need  and  uses  of 
such  buildings.  State,  County  and  local  codes  for  health,  sanitation,  and  safety  will  be  a  factor  that 
the  agency  will  use  in  its  review  and  approval  for  all  residential  or  storage  structures. 

Manuals,  Handbooks,  Instruction  Memoranda  and  Guidance 

The  following  documents  may  be  obtained  at  BLM  offices  or  other  applicable  agency: 

BLM  Manual  Handbook  H-3042-1  "Solid  Mineral  Reclamation  Handbook". 

Provides  general  BLM  guidance  for  administration  of  mining  operations  on  BLM  lands. 

"California  Cvanide  Management  Plan  -  1992" 

Provides  both  the  mine  operator  and  BLM  technical  staff  with  standards  for  development  of  mining 
projects  that  use  cyanide. 

WO  IM  No.  90-582  (8/14/90)  -  "Modification  of  the  Bonding  Policy  for  Plans  of  Operation". 
Mandates  reclamation  bonding  for  all  mining  activities  requiring  a  plan  of  operation. 

WO  IM  No.  90-566  (8/6/90)  -  "Cyanide  Management  Policy  for  Activities  Authorized  Under  43  CFR 
3802/3809" 

Provides  guidance  to  ensure  that  operations  which  use  cyanide  are  conducted  in  a  manner  which 

protect  humans,  wildlife  and  the  public  lands. 
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CAIM  No.  92-211  (4/7/921  -  "When  a  Plan  of  Operations  is  Required  Within  a  Wilderness  Study  Area" 
Provides  clarification  as  to  when  a  plan  of  operation  is  required  or  not  required  within  California 
wilderness  study  areas. 

WO  I M  No.  90-59  M  0/23/89)  -  "Revised  Inspection  Policy" 

Promotes  the  use  of  consistent  inspection  frequency,  policies  and  practices  by  BLM  personnel. 

CA IM  No.  90-395  (8/27/90)  -  "Endangered  Species  Act  Compliance  on  Mining  Notices" 

Provides  general  BLM  guidance  as  it  relates  to  the  protection  of  endangered  and  threatened  species  in  Califor- 
nia under  Section  7  of  the  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1 973. 

CA  IM  No.  91-192  (4/23/91)  -  "Environmental  Documentation  and  Other  Considerations  for  Surface  Mining  Opera- 
tions" 

Provides  guidelines  to  BLM's  environmental  review  procedures. 

"Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA):  PL  94-579.  Sections  302(b)" 

FLPMA  directs  that  in  managing  the  public  lands  the  Secretary  shall,  by  regulation  or  otherwise,  take  any 
action  necessary  to  prevent  unnecessary  or  undue  degradation  of  the  lands  from  activities  authorized  by  the 
mining  laws. 

"National  Environmental  Policy  Act  (NEPA).  PL  91-190" 

Requires  environmental  analysis  (EA  or  EIS)  of  federal  actions,  including  analysis  prior  to  approval  of  a  plan  of 
operations. 

"Migratory  Bird  Treaty  Act  (MBTA):  1 6  USC  701  et  seq" 

Prohibits  the  taking  of  migratory  birds.  Applies  to  indiscriminate  killing  of  migratory  birds  in  process  ponds. 

"Resource  Conservation  Act  of  1 976  (RCRA):  42  USC  6901  et  seq" 
Regulates  solid  and  hazardous  wastes  disposal. 

"Comprehensive  Environmental  Response.  Compensation,  and  Liability  Act  of  1 980  (CERCLA)  as  amended:  42  USC 
26J5" 

Directs  response  and  clear-up  actions  at  sites  where  hazardous  substances  have  been  released.  Also  requires 

notification,  when  extremely  hazardous  substances  are  used  on  site. 

"Safe  Drinking  Water  Act:  PL  93-523.  (December.  1974)" 

Enacted  to  protect  groundwater  and  drinking  water  sources.  Set  primary  standards  with  maximum  containment 
levels  (MCL)  and  secondary  standards. 

"Water  Quality  Act  of  1 987":  33  USC  1 251 " 

Controls  point  and  nonpoint  sources  of  pollution. 

"Surface  Management  Under  the  General  Mining  Laws:  BLM  Regulations  43  CFR  3809" 

Requires  mining  operators  to  file  a  notice  or  plan  of  operations  for  mining  activities  on  BLM-administered  land. 

"Surface  Management  Under  the  General  Mining  Laws:  BLM  Regulation  43  CFR  3802" 
Provides  guidance  for  administration  of  mining  operations  in  Wilderness  Study  Areas. 

"Surface  Exploration.  Mining  and  Reclamation  of  Lands:  BIA  Regulation  25  CFR  21 6" 

Requires  operators  on  Indian  lands  to  file  a  mining  plan  with  the  Mining  Supervisor  of  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
and  obtain  his  approval.  This  duty  was  transferred  from  the  USGS  to  the  BLM  during  the  1 982  merger. 
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"Surface  Management":  BLM  Manual  3809" 

Provides  general  BLM  guidance  for  administration  of  mining  operations  on  BLM-administered  lands. 

"Solid  Minerals  Reclamation  Handbook.  BLM  Manual  Handbook  H-3042-1" 

Establishes  nationwide  standards  as  a  basis  for  development  of  site-specific  reclamation  requirements. 

Patenting  a  Mining  Claim 

Mining  claims  may  be  patented  if  certain  requirements  are  met.  A  patent  is  a  document  which  conveys  legal 
title.  In  the  case  of  mining  claims  it  usually  conveys  title  to  the  surface  as  well  as  the  minerals.  The  main 
requirements  for  patenting  are  that  $500  worth  of  improvements  have  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  claim, 
and  that  a  valid  discovery  exists  on  the  claim.  The  patenting  process  can  be  complex,  expensive  and 
lengthy.  If  you  are  considering  applying  for  a  patent,  it  would  be  in  your  best  interest  to  visit  the  California 
State  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in  Sacramento  where  you  can  view  case  files  for  claims 
that  have  been  patented,  and  talk  to  knowledgeable  personnel.  That  will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  kind  of 
information  and  documentation  you  will  be  required  to  furnish  relative  to  your  claims.  Mill  sites  may  also 
be  patented,  however,  their  validity  depends  largely  on  their  nonmineral  in  character  nature  and  their  use. 
Tunnel  sites  cannot  be  patented.  An  information  book  titled  "Patenting  Mining  Claims  and  Mill  Sites  in 
California"  is  available  at  all  BLM  offices  for  $4.00. 

Types  and  Availability  of  Records  in  BLM  Offices 

Introduction 

The  BLM  is  the  official  land  and  mineral  ownership  record-keeping  agency  for  the  Federal  government.  In 
this  capacity,  the  BLM  California  State  Office,  Sacramento  has  records  for  California  available  for  public 
inspection. 

The  California  State  Office  Public  Room  (E-2807),  Federal  Building,  2800  Cottage  Way,  Sacramento,  CA 
95825,  is  open  to  the  public  Monday  through  Friday  from  7:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Public  contact 
representatives  are  available  to  assist  persons  reviewing  records  as  well  as  answer  requests  by  telephone 
and  by  mail.  General  or  specific  information  can  be  given  over  the  telephone  -  (91 6)  978-4754  -  but,  because 
of  the  large  interest  in  public  records,  only  a  minimum  of  research  is  available  over  the  telephone. 

The  following  sections  give  a  description  of  maps  and  documents  that  were  developed  from  public  records 
and  are  available  for  public  inspection.  Maps  and  copies  of  the  records  can  be  purchased  over  the  counter, 
or  by  mail. 

Surface  and  Mineral  Ownership  Maps 

BLM  has  color-coded  Surface  and  Mineral  Management  maps  available  at  a  scale  of  1 :1 00,000.  As  well 
as  showing  private  lands,  these  maps  indicate  lands  that  are  administered  by  the  following  governmental 
agencies: 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

United  States  Forest  Service 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Fish  &  Wildlife  Service 

U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers 

Military 

National  Park  Service 

Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

State  of  California 
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The  Surface  Minerals  edition  of  this  series  of  maps  also  shows  where  minerals  are  owned  by  the  Federal 
Government. 

All  maps  depict  highways,  roads,  trails,  railroads,  major  transmission  lines  and  pipelines,  and  other  rights- 
of-way.  They  also  indicate  geographic  features  -  peaks,  mountain  ranges,  hills,  valleys,  lakes,  rivers, 
streams,  and  dry  lakes.  The  newer  editions  also  show  topography.  Some  withdrawals,  reserves,  and 
classifications  that  may  restrict  or  prohibit  the  location  of  mining  claims  on  public  lands  are  depicted  on  these 
maps. 

Remember,  the  land  and  mineral  status  shown  on  these  maps  is  only  current  as  of  the  date  of  the  map. 

Land  Status  Records 

Master  Title  Plats  (MTP) 

For  every  township  in  California,  BLM  has  prepared  a  MTP  (see  Figure  F-8,  and  Table  T-3).  The  MTP  is 
a  pictorial  display  of  title  actions  that  affect  Federal  ownership.  This  title  information  is  plotted  on  a  base 
map  showing  the  most  recently  approved  Federal  survey  lines  for  sections,  tracts,  homestead  surveys, 
mineral  surveys,  and  meanders  along  the  boundaries  of  certain  lakes  and  rivers.  The  MTP  illustrates  title 
information  by  the  use  of  various  kinds  of  lines  and  symbols  to  identify  areas  affected  by  a  particular  Federal 
action.  Each  such  action  also  has  an  abbreviated  notation  which  identifies  the  action  and/or  the  legal 
authority  for  the  action. 

Solid,  dark  lines  are  drawn  around  lands  that  have  been  patented  into  private  ownership.  The  patent 
numbers  and  any  reservations  to  the  United  States,  including  reservations  of  minerals,  are  noted  to  the 
MTP.  The  absence  of  dark,  solid  patent  lines  and  a  patent  number  would  indicate  the  land  is  still  Federal 
land  -  often  referred  to  as  public  domain  land.  Withdrawals  for  National  Forests,  reclamation  projects, 
Federal  dams  and  reservoirs,  protective  withdrawals,  military  reservations,  National  Parks  and  Monu- 
ments, Wildlife  Refuges,  power  projects,  and  public  water  reserves,  classifications,  rights-of-way,  leases, 
and  more,  are  also  shown. 

Historical  Index  (HI) 

The  HI  is  a  chronological  list  of  actions  which  affect  the  use  of  or  title  to  public  lands  and  resources  (see  Table 
T-4).  It  can  be  used  to  check  title,  but  it  was  not  designed  for  that  purpose.  The  primary  value  of  the  HI  is 
its  adaptability  for  abstract  work.  The  HI  is  very  useful  in  conjunction  with  the  MTP.  Remember  that  the 
HI  records  legal  discriptions  from  title  documents  while  the  MTP  is  updated  as  necessary  to  show  current 
survey  descriptions  and  locations. 

Control  Document  Index  (CDI) 

The  CDI  contains  copies  of  documents  that  have  or  still  do  affect  the  status  of  each  township.  These 
documents  are  on  microfilm  and  are  filed  in  township  and  range  order.  The  CDI  consists  principally  of 
patents,  grants  of  land  to  the  State  of  California,  and  withdrawals. 

Survey  Plats  and  Field  Notes 

All  approved  Federal  survey  plats  (maps)  and  the  field  notes  have  been  filmed  onto  microfiche.  The  plats 
include  approved  mineral  surveys  of  patented  and  unpatented  mining  claims.  Copies  are  available  for  sale 
from  the  Cadastral  Survey  records  section. 
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Figure  F-8.     Sample  of  Township  Plat. 
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ABBREVIATIONS    ON    RECORDS 


Acq 

Acquired 

KGRA 

Known  Geothermal  Resource  Area 

Ry 

A 

Acre,  Acres 

KGS 

Known  Geologic  Structure 

R 

AdmS 

Administrative  Site 

Lse 

Lease 

Rcpl 

Allot 

Allotment 

Lsbl 

Leasable 

Rd 

Amdl 

Amendment,  Amended 

Lie 

License 

RHE 

Apln 

Application 

LS 

Lieu  Selection 

Reel  Wdl 

Appvd 

Approved 

Mgml 

Management 

Recon 

Asgn 

Assignment 

MTP 

Master  Title  Plat 

RecLse 

Bdy;  Bdrs 

Boundary,  Boundaries 

Mer 

Meridian 

R&PP 

BIA 

Bureau  ol  Indian  Affairs 

M&B 

Metes  and  Bounds 

Rmks 

BLM 

Bureau  ol  Land  Management 

Mil  Res 

Military  Reservation 

Res 

BLMO 

Bureau  ol  Land  Management  Order 

Mr 

Mineral 

Resvr 

BR 

Bureau  ol  Reclamation 

MC 

Mineral  Certificate 

Rest 

BSF&W 

Bureau  ol  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife 

FvE 

Mineral  Entry 

Rstd 

Cad 

Cadastral 

ML 

Mineral  Location 

Rev 

Calif 

California 

MS 

Mineral  Survey 

R/W 

Cane 

Cancellation,  Cancelled 

MCOA 

Mining  Claim  Occupancy  Act 

SB  Mer 

CE 

Cash  Entry 

Misc 

Miscellaneous 

Sec 

CI 

Classifications 

Missing  Doc 

Missing  Document 

SO 

CommS 

Communication  Site 

Mod 

Modification 

Segr 

CDI 

Control  Document  Index 

MDMer 

Mount  Diablo  Meridian 

Sel 

ColE 

Corps  ol  Engineers 

Mult  Use 

Multiple  Use 

Sim 

Cur 

Curative 

NF 

National  Forest 

ST 

Dept 

Department 

NMon 

National  Monument 

Sod 

OLE 

Desert  Land  Entry 

NP 

National  Park 

S 

Des 

Designated  or  Designation 

NWR 

National  Wildlife  Refuge 

SE 

Det 

Determination 

N 

North 

SW 

D/C 

Ditches/Canals 

NE 

Northeast 

SX 

Esmt 

Easement 

NW 

Northwest 

SG 

E 

East 

03 

Oil  and  Gas 

SS 

Ell 

Ellective 

Oper 

Operation 

SDWdl 

X 

Exchange 

0 

Order 

SRHE 

DO 

Executive  Order 

Pat 

Patent 

Suppl 

FMU 

Farm  Unit 

Per 

Permit 

Sur 

FAA 

Federal  Aviation  Administration 

Pet  Res 

Petroleum  Reserve 

Sus 

FFMC 

Federal  Farm  Mortgage  Corporation 

Pho 

Phosphate 

Temp 

FPA 

Federal  Power  Act 

Pot 

Potash 

Term 

FR 

Federal  Register 

Pwr  Proj 

Power  Project 

Tp 

FPCO 

Federal  Power  Commission  Order 

Pwr  S 

Power  Site 

Tns 

FX 

Forest  Exchange 

PX 

Private  Exchange 

Tr 

FLS 

Forest  Lieu  Selection 

Proc 

Proclamation 

Trf  Juris 

Frac 

Fractional 

Proj 

Project 

Trans 

GLOO 

General  Land  Office  Order 

Prop 

Proposed 

UNDGD 

Geo 

Geo  thermal 

PLC 

Private  Land  Claim 

Undel 

Hum  Mer 

Humboldt  Meridian 

PD 

Public  Domain 

Unsur 

1/2 

Hall 

PLO 

Public  Land  Order 

US 

Hwy 

Highway 

PL 

Public  Law 

USAF 

HE 

Homestead  Entry 

PLS 

Public  Land  Sale 

USFS 

IL 

Indemnity  List 

PS 

Public  Sale 

USGS 

IA 

Indian  Allotment 

PWRes 

PublicWaler  Reserve 

WD 

IndRes 

Indian  Reservation 

QCD 

Quitclaim  Deed 

WP 

Ind  Tr. 

Indian  Trust 

RR 

Railroad 

W 

Int 

Interior 

RRG 

Railroad  Grant 

Wdl 

Intpr 

Interpretation 

RRIS 
RRLS 

Railroad  Indemnity  Selection 
Railroad  Lieu  Selection 

Wdn 

Railway 

Range 

Reciprocal 

Road 

Reclamation  Homestead  Entry 

Reclamation  Withdrawal 

Reconveyed 

Recreation  Lease 

Recreation  &  Public  Purposes 

Remarks 

Reserve,  Reservation 

Reservoir 

Restoration,  Restored 

Restricted 

Revocation,  Revoked 

Right-of-Way 

San  Bernardino  Meridian 

Section 

Secretary's  Order 

Segregate 

Selection,  Selected 

Simultaneous 

Small  Tract 

Sodium 

South 

South  East 

Southwest 

Stale  Exchange 

State  Grant 

State  Selection 

Stock  Driveway  Withdrawal 

Stockraismg  Homestead  Entry 

Supplemental 

Surveyed  or  Survey 

Suspended 

Temporary 

Terminate,  Termination 

Township 

Townsile 

Tract 

Transfer  of  Jurisdiction 

Transmission 

Underground 

Undetermined 

Unsurveyed 

United  States 

United  States  Air  Force 

United  States  Forest  Service 

United  States  Geological  Survey 

Warranty  Deed 

Water  Power 

West 

Withdrawal 

Withdrawn 


LEGEND   OF  SYMBOLS 


Land  Survey 

Designatcns/WSA/ACEC 

Withdrawals  or 
Classifications 

Patents 

Leases 

District  Boundary 

PL  167  Determination  Area 

Limits  ol  Surveyed  Land 
(hatching  on  unsurveyed 

side) 


__^_^. 


Telephone  Line 

Power  Transmission  Line 

Telephone  £ 
Telegraph  Line 

Railroad 

Hwys  4  Improved  Roads 



Ppelme  or  Conduit 

Corridor 

Canal  or  Ditch 

Communications  Site 

Firebreak 

Dike 

Reservoir 

Bridge 

Contaminated 
Area 

c c e 

rf 
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t-  •c'V™-;. 

County  Line 
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Acquired  Land 

River 
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CO 

Tabic  1-3.  Abbreviation  of  Records  and  Legend  of  Symbols. 
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SAMPLE  HISTORICAL  INDEX 
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Table  T-4.     Sample  Historical  Index. 
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Mining  Claim  Indices 

The  mining  claim  indices  consist  of  four  computer  reports  filmed  onto  microfiche  for  the  mining  claims 
recorded  with  BLM  in  accordance  with  the  mining  claim  recordation  requirements  of  the  Act  of  October  21 , 
1 976  (Sec.  3 1 4  of  Public  Law  94-579).  They  are  updated  about  four  times  a  year  and  consist  of  the  following : 

1.  Serial  Number  (CA  MC  No.):  A  list  of  BLM  serial  numbers  in  numeric  order  showing  case  type,  claim 
name,  claimants'  names,  legal  description,  county  recorders  book  and  page,  date  of  location,  the  latest 
assessment  year  for  which  an  assessment  work  notice  was  filed,  and  a  column  for  closed  cases.  If  there 
is  a  date  in  the  case  closed  column  the  claim  has  been  relinquished  or  deemed  abandoned,  or  null  and  void. 
See  Table  T-5  for  an  example  of  this  type  of  index. 
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2.  Claim  Name:  An  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  of  claims  showing  serial  number,  claimant  name(s),  legal 
description,  and  date  of  location.  See  Table  T-6  below. 
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3.  Claimant:  An  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  of  owners  of  claims  giving  the  claimant('s)  address,  BLM  serial 
number,  the  names  of  claims,  and  the  legal  description.  See  Table  T-7  below. 
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4.  Geographic:  This  list  shows  claims  by  quarter-section.  It  also  includes  the  BLM  serial  number,  claim 
type  (i.e.,  lode,  placer,  millsite,  tunnel  site),  claim  name,  claimants'  name(s),  county  recorders  book  and 
page  number,  the  date  of  the  latest  assessment  work  notice  (which  will  not  be  current  if  any  year's  filing  with 
BLM  was  missed),  and  a  column  for  closed  cases.  A  case  closed  date  appears  only  after  relinquishment 
of  a  mining  claim  or  a  formal  BLM  Decision  declaring  a  mining  claim  null  and  void  has  been  issued,  and  the 
appeal  period  has  expired.  See  Table  T-8  below. 
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Computer  Listing 

To  supplement  the  mining  claim  indices,  a  computer  listing  is  available  by  township  and  range  that  will 
provide  information  as  to  the  most  current  recordings.  The  information  shown  on  the  computer  listing  is  very 
similar  to  the  geographic  index  (see  Table  T-8).  This  listing  is  available  only  by  specific  request  and  a 
computer  run  time  will  be  charged.  As  these  listings  can  be  run  whenever  a  request  is  received,  they  are 
either  more  up-to-date  than  the  microfiche  or  they  are  identical. 

Case  Files 

Location  notices  recorded  with  BLM  are  stamped  with  a  serial  number  (CA  MC  number)  and  placed  in  a 
folder.  Amendments,  proofs  of  labor,  notices  of  intent  to  hold,  notifications  of  change  of  address,  quitclaim 
deeds,  and  any  other  correspondence  relating  to  a  claim  are  put  in  the  folder.  This  entire  package  is  referred 
to  as  a  "case  file"  and  it  is  stored  in  serial  number  order  in  the  Docket's  section  of  the  State  Office.  To  inspect 
a  case  file  or  purchase  copies  of  the  documents  by  mail,  it  is  essential  to  know  the  serial  number  of  the 
subject  mining  claim(s). 
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Federal  Office  Building 
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Attachment  2 


County  Recorders  in  California 


County  Address 

Alameda  1225  Fallon  St.,  Rm.  100,  Oakland,  CA  94612 

Alpine  P.O.  Box  266,  Markleeville,  CA  96120 

Amador  108  Court  St.,  Jackson,  CA  95642 

Butte  25  County  Center  Dr.,  Oroville,  CA  95965 

Calaveras  Government  Center,  San  Andreas,  CA  95249 

Colusa  546  Jay  St.,  Colusa,  CA  95932 

Contra  Costa  P.O.  Box  350,  Martinez,  CA  94553 

Del  Norte  457  F  St.,  Crescent  City,  CA  95531 

El  Dorado  360  Fair  Lane,  Placerville,  CA  95667 

Fresno  P.O.  Box  1146,  Fresno,  CA  93715 

Glenn  P.O.  Box  391 ,  Willows,  CA  95988 

Humboldt  825  5th  St.,  Rm.  108,  Eureka,  CA  95501 

Imperial  P.O.  Box  1560,  El  Centro,  CA  92244 

Inyo  P.O.  Drawer  "F",  Independence,  CA  93526 

Kern  1655  Chester  Ave.,  Bakersfield,  CA  93301 

Kings  Government  Ctr.  1400  W.  Lacy  Blvd.,  Hanford,  CA  93230 

Lake  255  N.  Forbes  St.,  Lakeport,  CA  95453 

Lassen  Courthouse,  Lassen  St.,  Susanville,  CA  96130 

Los  Angeles  P.O.  Box  115.  Los  Angeles.  CA  90053 

Madera  209  W.  Yosemite,  Madera,  CA  93637 

Marin  P.O.  Box  C,  Civic  Center,  San  Rafael,  CA  94913 

Mariposa  P.O.  Box  156,  Mariposa,  CA  95338 

Mendocino  P.O.  Box  148,  Ukiah,  CA  95482 

Merced  2222  M  St.,  Merced,  CA  95340 

Modoc  204  Court  St.,  Rm.  107,  Alturas,  CA  96101 

Mono  P.O.  Box  537,  Bridgeport,  CA  93517 

Monterey  P.O.  Box  29,  Salinas,  CA  93902 

Napa  P.O.  Box  298,  Napa,  CA  94559 

Nevada  P.O.  Box  6126,  Nevada  City,  CA  95959 

Orange  P.O.  Box  238,  Santa  Ana,  CA  92702 

Placer  P.O.  Box  5228,  Auburn,  CA  95604-5228 

Plumas  P.O.  Box  10706,  Quincy,  CA  95971 

Riverside  P.O.  Box  751,  Riverside,  CA  92501 

Sacramento  P.O.  Box  839,  Sacramento,  CA  95812 

San  Benito  Courthouse,  440  Fifth  St.,  Rm.  206,  Hollister,  CA  95023 

San  Bernardino  172  W.  3rd  St.,  2nd  Fl.,  San  Bernardino,  CA  92415 

San  Diego  P.O.  Box  1750,  San  Diego,  CA  92101 

San  Francisco  Room  167  City  Hall,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

San  Joaquin  P.O.  Box  1968,  Stockton,  CA  95201 

San  Luis  Obispo  County  Govt.  Ctr.,  Rm.  102,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93408 

San  Mateo  401  Marshall  St.,  Redwood  City,  CA  94063 

Santa  Barbara  P.O.  Drawer  159,  Santa  Barbara,  CA  93102 

Santa  Clara  70  W.  Hedding  St.  1st  floor,  East  Wing,  San  Jose,  CA  95110 

Santa  Cruz  701  Ocean  St.,  Rm.  230,  Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060 

Shasta  Courthouse,  Room  102,  Redding,  CA  96001 

Sierra  P.O.  Drawer  D,  Downieville,  CA  95936 

Siskiyou  P.O.  Box  8,  Yreka,  CA  96097 

Solano  580  Texas  St.,  Fairfield,  CA  94533 

Sonoma  P.O.  Box  6124,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95406 

Stanislaus  P.O.  Box  1008,  Modesto,  CA  95353 

Sutter  466  2nd  St.,  Yuba  City,  CA  95991 

Tehama  P.O.  Box  250,  Red  Bluff,  CA  96080 

Trinity  P.O.  Box  1258,  Weaverville,  CA  96093 

Tulare  221  S.,  Mooney  Blvd.  Rm.  201,  Visalia,  CA  93291 

Tuolumne  2  S.  Green  St.,  Sonora,  CA  95370 

Ventura  800  South  Victoria  Ave.,  Ventura,  CA  93009 

Yolo  625  Court  St.,  Woodland,  CA  95695 

Yuba  215  5th  St.,  Marysville,  CA  95901 


Telephone  Number 


(415)272 

(916)694 

(209)223 

(916)538 

(209)754 

(916)458 

(415)646 

(707)464 

(916)621 

(209)488 

(916)934 

(707)445 

(619)339 

(619)878 

(805)861 

(209)582 

(707)263 

(916)257 

(213)974 

(209)675 

(415)499- 

(209)966 

(707)463 

(209)385 

(916)233 

(619)932 

(408)755 

(707)253 

(916)265 

(714)834 

(916)889 

(916)283 

(714)275 

(916)440 

(408)637 

(714)387 

(619)531 

(415)554 

(209)468 

(805)549 

(415)363 

(805)568 

(408)299 

(408)425- 

(916)225 

(916)289- 

(916)842- 

(707)421- 

(707)527- 

(209)525 

(916)741- 

(916)527- 

(916)623- 

(209)733 

(209)533- 

(805)654- 

(916)666- 

(916)741- 


6363 

2284 

6468 

7691 

6372 

5146 

2950 

7216 

5490 

3471 

6412 

7593 

4272 

2241 

2181 

321 1 ,  Ext.  2470 

2350 

8311,  Ext.  125 

6611 

7721 

6092 

5719 

4376 

7627 

3939,  Ext.  205 

791 1 ,  Ext.  240-41 

5041 

4246 

1221 

2500 

7099 

6305 

1988 

6334 

3786,  Ext.  36 

7409 

5231 

4176 

3939 

5080 

4713 

2220 

2481 

2217 

5501 

3295 

8065 

6200 

2651 

5810 

7134 

3350 

1215 

6377 

5535 

2291 

8130 

6547 
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Attachment  3 
Sources  of  Geologic  and  Mining  Information  in  California 

California  Division  of  Mines  and  Geology 

LOS  ANGELES 

107  S.  Broadway  (at  First  Street) 

Room  1065 

Los  Angeles,  CA  9001 2 

(213)  620-3560 

PLEASANT  HILL 
380  Civic  Drive,  Suite  100 
Pleasant  Hill,  CA  94523 
(415)646-5920 

SACRAMENTO 
901  K  Street,  MS  12-30 
Sacramento,  CA  95814 
(916)445-1923 

U.S.  Geological  Survey  (over  the  counter  sales  only;  see  Note  below) 

USGS  Public  Inquiries  Office 
345  Middlefield  Road,  MS  33 
Menlo  Park,  CA  94025 
(415)329-4390 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Bureau  of  Mines 

California  -  Nevada  Liaison  Office 

1605  Evans  Ave. 

Reno.NV  89512 

(702)784-5215 

NOTE: 

Aerial  Photographs  (veritical  black  and  white  photographs  of  varying  scale) 

U.S.  Geological  Survey  9x9  semi-gloss  contact  prints,  where  available,  can  be  ordered  from: 

NCIC-W,  USGS 

345  Middlefield  Road,  MS  32 

Menlo  Park,  CA  94025 

(415)328-4309 
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Attachment  4 


NATIONAL  FORESTS 
IN  CALIFORNIA 


Angeles  National  Forest 
701  North  Santa  Anita  Avenue 
Arcadia,  CA  91006 
(818)574-5200 

Cleveland  national  Forest 

10845  Rancho  Bernardo  Rd.,  Ste  200 

San  Diego,  CA  92127 

(619)673-6180 

Eldorado  National  Forest 
100  Fomi  Rd. 
Placerville,  CA  95667 
(916)622-5061 


Lake  Tahoe  Basin  Management  Unit 

P.O.  Box  731002 

870  Emerald  Bay  Rd. 

South  Lake  Tahoe,  CA  95731-7302 

Lassen  National  Forest  (SO) 
55  South  Sacramento  St. 
Susanville,  CA  96130 
(916)257-2151 

Los  Padres  National  Forest 
6144  Calls  Real 
Goleta.CA  93117 
(805)683-6711 

Mendocino  National  Forest 
420  E.  Laurel  St. 
Willows,  CA  95988 
(916)934-3316 

Modoc  National  Forest 
441  N.  Main  Street 
AHuras.CA  96101 
(916)233-5811 

Plumas  National  Forest 

159  Lawrence  St. 
Quincy,  CA  95971 
(916)283-2050 

San  Bemarding  Natl  Forest 

1824  Commercenter  Circle 
San  Bernardino,  CA  92408-3230 
(714)383-5588 


Sequoia  National  Forest 
900  W.  Grand  Ave. 
Porterville,  CA  93257 
(209)784-1500 

Shasta-Tnnity  Nat'l  Forests 
2400  Washington  Avenue 
Redding.  CA  96001 
(916)246-5222 

Sierra  National  Forest 
Federal  Building 
1600  Tollhouse  Rd. 
Clovis.CA  93611 
(209)487-5155 

Six  Rivers  National  Forest 
1330  Bayshore  Way 
Eureka,  CA  95501 
(707)442-1721 


Stanislaus  National  Forest 
19777  Greenley  Road 
Sonora,  CA  95370 
(209)  532-3671 

Tahoe  National  Forest 
Highway  49  &  Coyote  St. 
Nevada  City,  CA  95959 
(916)265-4531 
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Attachment  5 

STATE  WATER  RESOURCES  CONTROL  BOARD 
P.O.  Box  100,  Sacramento,  CA  95812-0100 


Legislative  and  Public  Affairs:  (916)  657-2390 
Water  Quality  Information:  (916)  657-0687 


Clean  Water  Programs  Information:  (916)  657-4400 
Water  Rights  Information:  (916)  657-2170 


California  Regional  Water  Quality  Control  Boards 


NORTH  COAST  REGION  (1) 
5550  Skyland  Blvd.  Suite  A 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95403 
(707)  576-2220 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  REGION  (2) 
2101  Webster  Street,  Suite  500 
Oakland,  CA  94612 
(510)286-1255 
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CENTRAL  COAST  REGION  (3) 
81  Higuera  St.,  Suite  200 
San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93401-5414 
(805)549-3147 

LOS  ANGELES  REGION  (4) 
101  Centre  Plaza  Drive 
Monterey  Park,  CA  91754-2156 
(213)266-7500 

CENTRAL  VALLEY  REGION  (5) 
3443  Routier  Road 
Sacramento,  CA  95827-3098 
(916)361-5600 

Fresno  Branch  Office 
3614  East  Ashlan  Ave. 
Fresno,  CA  93726 
(209)445-5116 

Redding  Branch  Office 
415  Knollcrest  Drive 
Redding,  CA  96002 
(916)224-4845 


LAHONTAN  REGION  (6) 

2092  Lake  Tahoe  Boulevard,  Suite  2 

South  Lake  Tahoe,  CA  96150 

(916)544-3481 

Victorville  Branch  Office 

Civic  Plaza 

15428  Civic  Drive,  Suite  100 

victorville,  CA  92392-2359 

(619)241-6583 

COLORADO  RIVER  BASIN  REGION  (7) 
73-270  Fred  Waring  Dr.,  Ste.  100 
Palm  Desert,  CA  92260 
(619)346-7491 

SANTA  ANA  REGION  (8) 
2010  Iowa  Avenue,  Ste.  100 
Riverside,  CA  92507-2409 
(714)782-4130 

SAN  DIEGO  REGION  (9) 
9771  Clairemont  Mesa  Blvd.  Ste.  B 
San  Diego,  CA  92124 
(619)467-2952 


.TUOUMHt 


.  JOAOUWi 


tAtra' 


VOfTURA 


* 


70 


Attachment  6 

State  of  California 
THE  RESOURCES  AGENCY 

DEPARTMENT 

OF 

FISH  AND  GAME 

OFFICES 


Region  1 


Region  2 


Region  3 


Region  4 


Region  5 


Regional  Offices 

Redding,  CA  96001 
601  Locust  Street 
916-225-2300 

Rancho  Cordova,  CA  95670 
1701  Nimbus  Road 
916-355-0978 

Yountville,  CA  94558 
7329  Silverado  Trail 
707-944-5500 

Fresno,  CA  93710 
1234  E.Shaw  Avenue 
209-222-3761 

Long  Beach,  CA  90802 
330  Golden  Shore,  Suite  50 
310-590-5134 


Region 


Licence  and  Revenue  Branch 

Sacramento,  CA  95816 

321 1  S  Street 

Licenses  and  Tags  916-739-3380 

General  Information  916-227-2244 


GPO  583-628/19025 
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